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THE 

STEAM  DOCTOR'S  DEFENCE,  6c t. 


TO    THE    PUBLIC. 

The  study  of  Medicine  has,  iii  :ill  ages  of  the  world,  been  consid- 
ered a<  one  of  the  most  important  subjects,  in  which  the  mind  of  man 
can  lie  employed.  Yet,  notwithstanding  thousands  of  yean  hare  elapsed, 
and  millions  of  volumes  have  been  written  on  the  subject,  the  present 
fashionable  system  of  practice  is,  in  the  highest  degree,  imperfect  and 
uncertain.  Dr.  Rush  compared  it  to  "an  unrooted  temple,  uncovered 
at  the  top  and  cracked  at  the  foundation."  '-What  unaccountable  per- 
versity is  in  our  frames,"  says  Da.  Hertet,  "that  we  set  ourselves  so 
much  against  every  thing  new!-  ('an  anyone  behold  without  scorn, 
Buch  drones  of  physicians,  that,  after  the  space  of  so  many  hundred 
years'  experience  ami  practice  of  their  predecessors,  not  one  single  medi- 
cine has  heen  delected  that  ha,-,  ihe  least  force  directly  to  prevent,  oppose, 

and  expel  a  continued  fever.  And  should  any,  by  a  more  sedulous 
observation,  make  the  least  step  towards  the  discovery  ol'siich  remedies, 
their  haired  and  emy  would  swell  against  him  like  a  legion  of  devils. 
\nd  this  has  always  heen  the  case.1' 

Whenever  an  individual  presumes  to  differ  from  the  opinions  of  the 
Medical    Faculty   of  the   present   day,  he   is  sure   to   he   persecuted   and 

abused,  his  character  calumniated,  and  his  actions  and  medical  practice 

ridiculed  and  misrepresented.      In  mam  of  OUT  States,  if  a  person  has  not 

obtained  a  diploma — a  piece  of  parchment  from  some  medical  society, 
he  is  subject  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  should  he  dare  to  administer  a 

particle  of  medicine,  and  take  any  reward  or  remuneration  for  so  doing. 
Hut  all  this  persecution  has  no  other  effect,  than  to  open  the  eves  of  the 
people  to  their  situation.  Truth  is  abroad  in  the  world,  and  the  spirit 
of  inquiry  has  gone  forth,  and  the  people  are  beginning  to  awake,  and 
shake  oil'  the  chains  of  a  pampered  aristocracy,  with  which  they  have 
heen  so  long  burdened  and  enslaved;  and  the  day  has  arrived,  when 
nun  of  learning  and  genius  are  neither  afraid  nor  ashamed,  hut  are  proud 
to  avow  themselves  Tiiomsonians,  of  the  Thomsonian  school — "a  school 
not  in  the  decline  and  ahout  to  perish,  but  one  beginning  to  revive,  to 
put  on  strength,"  and  which  lias  extended  its  influence  through  every 
section  of  our  country,  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  western  wilds,  and  will  continue  to  spread,  "till  the  name  of  Thom- 
son is  resounded  throughout  the  world,  from  the  Equator  to  the  Poles." 
The  vegetable  remedies,  which  the  God  of  Nature  has  scattered 
with  a  lavish  hand,  over  every  hill  and  valley  of  our  country,  must  and 
will,  eventually,  entirely  supersede  the  use  of  mineral  poisona    It  is  a 

lact  deeply  to  be  lamented,  that,  for  many  years,  the  "  learned  faculty" 
have  employed  the  most  deleterious  and  poisonous  substances  as  healthy 

medicines.  "  Thousands  have  been  hurried  to  an  untimely  grave  by  the 


use  of  these  poisons,  when  simple  vegetable  remedies  would  have  re- 
lieved and  cured  them  almost  immediately.  The  Thomsonian  System  of 
Medicine  is  before  the  people  for  examination ;  it  is  at  the  "  bar  of  public 
opinion ;  brought  before  the  Legislature  of  one  of  the  greatest  States  in 
the  Union,  anil  even  perjury  could  not  substantiate  a  plea  against  it." 
Thousands  of  living  witnesses  are  scattered  over  every  part  of  our  coun- 
try, who  can  testify  by  their  own  experience,  to  the  value  and  efficacy 
of  this  medicine.  This  system  has  not  been  practised  on  a  few  solitary 
individuals,  but  on  thousands  of  cases,  and  some  of  the  most  malignant 
type,  when  given  over  by  the  regular  physicians,  and  by  them  pro- 
nounced incurable.  In  this  system  is  offered  to  an  enlightened  public, 
a  certain  and  effectual  cure  for  every  disease  within  the  reach  of  medi- 
cine, to  which  the  human  family  is  liable.  This  may  seem  to  many  like 
the  ravings  of  an  Empiric,  but  it  is  not  so.  "  Facts  are  stubborn  things." 
Go  to  a  family,  some  members  of  which  have  been  rescued  from  the 
grave  by  this  medicine  (and  hundreds  such  may  be  found  in  our  coun- 
try)— go  to  them,  and  ask  them  what  would  tempt  them  to  be  deprived 
of  the  use  of  it,  and  they  would  tell  you,  that  all  the  wealth  of  these 
United  States  would  be  as  "  dust  in  the  balance,"  compared  with  the 
worth  of  the  knowledge  they  have  gained.  These  answers  have  been 
made,  and  will  continue  to  be  made,  while  a  man  loves  his  wife  and 
children  better  than  the  perishing  dross  of  gold  and  silver.  The  regular 
physicians  will  laugh  and  sneer,  and  endeavor  to  cry  down  this  medi- 
cine, by  the  stale  cry  of  " poison!  poison! !"  And  why?  Simply  be- 
cause they  have  no  medicine  but  poison,  which  will  exert  such  a 
powerful  effect  upon  die  system.  This  medicine  effects  a  speedy  and 
permanent  cure,  without  leaving  the  dregs  and  sediments  lurking  in  the 
system,  producing  loss  of  appetite,  pale  and  emaciated  countenances, 
and  diseased  and  decaying  bones,  which  mineral  poisons  inevitably  do. 
This  fact  alone  should  give  the  preference,  in  all  cases,  to  the  Thom- 
sonian System^ 

Many  people,  when  they  hear  of  a  new  medicine,  are  very  apt  to 
ask,  "  Has  there  any  cases  like  mine  been  cured  ?  If  I  could  be  sure  of 
that,  I  would  try  it."  Now,  if  every  case  which  has  been  cured  by  this 
medicine  should  be  published,  they  would  make  a  volume  so  unwieldy, 
that,  laying  aside  the  expense,  nobody  would  trouble  themselves  to  read 
it.  The  answer  lies  here  ;  according  to  this  system,  the  stomach  is  the 
grand  reservoir  from  which  all  parts  of  the  body  are  nourished,  and,  by 
proper  food  well  digested,  warmed,  enlivened  and  invigorated  While 
the  stomach  is  in  a  well  regulated  state,  the  whole  man  is  in  perfect 
health.  When,  through  cold,  carelessness  in  diet,  or  whatever  cause, 
the  stomach  becomes  disordered,  the  food  is  not  properly  digested, 
obstructions  arise  in  all  parts  of  the  system,  the  blood  becomes  impure, 
and  the  whole  man  becomes  diseased.  Now  a  medicine  is  wanted  to 
create  an  internal  heat,  to  remove  obstructions,  to  expel  the  cold  from 
the  system,  and  restore  the  digestive  powers,  and  then  the  stomach 
resumes  its  office,  the  food  nourishes  and  strengthens  the  body,  and  the 
man  regains  his  health  and  strength.  This  effect  the  Thomsonian  reme- 
dies have  had  in  all  cases  where  they  have  had  a  fair  trial.  Those 
malignant  and  fatal  diseases,  which  have  defied  and  baffled  all  the  skill 
and  science  of  the  learned  physicians,  have  readily  yielded  to  the  power 
of  the  Thomsonian  medicines.  That  dreadful  pestilence,  which,  rising 
on  the  burning  plains  of  Asia,  spread  through  Europe,  across  the  Atlantic, 


and  IB  now  making  its  fearful  ravages  in  sections  of  our  own  country, 
the  Asiatic  Cholera,  lias  been  immediately  checked  and  cured  by  the 
usa  ot'ihis  truly  wonderful  medicine. 

Fellow  Citizens!  What  shall  we  say  to  these  things  ?  "Itisnot 
a  light  matter  for  which  we  contend,"  hut  one  of  the  utmost  consequence 
to  ourselves  and  families.  Shall  the  wealth  of  the  country  he  expended 
for  foreign  poisons,  when  the  most  salutary  vegetable  remedies  lie  in 
prolusion  at  our  feet?  Shall  we  sacrifice  our  time,  our  substance,  and 
even  our  lives,  to  a  system  in  the  highest  degree  uncertain  and  deleteri- 
ous? No!  let  US  cast  off  the  shackles  with  which  the  mere  force  of  habit, 
and  prejudices  of  education  have  enchained  us,  and,  rising  Wki;  freemen, 
assert  our  moral  independence,  with  an  energy  that  shall  shake  tins  unhal- 
lowed combination  of il  learned  quackery"  to  its  very  foundations. 


PLAIN  AND  UNDENIABLE  FACTS. 

The  peculiar  and  distinguishing  excellence  of  Doctor  Thomson's 
system  ot*  medical  practice  appears* to  he,  that  he  has  adapted  his  whole 
plan  to  the  comprehension  of  the  common  reader.  Tin:  plain  English 
scholar  is  not  insulted  by  the  Greek  and  Latin  terms,  and  bombastic 
technicalities  of  the  mere  hookmaker.  His  writings  are  plain,  and  easy 
to  he  understood.  He  has  not  aspired  to  plunge  into  the  dark  abyss  of 
mystical  philosophy.  Unskilled  in  the  legendary  lore  of  ancient  or 
modern  I  Universities,  he  explores  the  volume  of  Nature,  and  draws  the 
rich  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  from  her  simple  page,  lie 
writes,  not  for  amusement,  hut  for  instruction — not  for  applause  and 
admiration,  but  to  be  useful  to  mankind — not  to  acquire  a  great  name, 
and  accumulate  a  fortune  for  himself  or  his  patrons,  but  to  diffuse  the 
knowledge  and  benefits  of  his  discoveries  to  the  remotest  habitations  of 
civilized  society. 

The  novelty  of  his  system — the  demonstrations  of  its  superiority — 
the  unequivocal  efficacy  of  his  remedies  in  the  removal  of  disease,  are 

Circumstances  worthy  the  profound  attention  of  all  honest  people.  Tes- 
timonials of  the  Buccessfulness  of  Thomsonian  medicine,  strictlj  so 
called,  have  been  so  extensively  multiplied  and  so  thoroughly  confirmed, 
as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  successful  contradiction.  The  tide  of 
opposition  has  set  heavily  against  him  and  his  disciples,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  career  in  medical  discoveries.  The  regular  Faculty 
wen-  unwilling  to  believe  that  Samuel  Thomson,  a  man  unknown  in  the 
schools  of  physic,  a  peasant  from  the  wild  wood  shade  and  isolated 
scenerj  of  Ustead,  could  he  able  to  teach  them  tin-  first  principles  of 
medicine.  Shall  the  "voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness"—* 
issuing  from  the  lonelv  haunts  of  poverty,  bring  any  welcome  tidings  to 

our  ears  ?     ( Ian  any  good  thing  spring  from  the  obscurity  of  Nazareth  ? 

was  an  ancient  inquiry.  For  a  while,  every  thing  passed  smoothly  on. 
As  his  fame  began  to 'spread,  jealousy  began  to  rear  its  haggard  v'sage. 
Dungeons  and  chains  were  the  portion  of  him  who  sought  the  welfare 

of  all    The  lire  of  persecution  was  kin  lied  from  Hampshire  to  Georgia, 

and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  far  distant  wilds  of  the  western  world.    The 

civil  authorities  were  every  where  engaged  to  put  him  down.    The 

Windham  I'ills  were  in  peaceful  circulation— Perkins  was  amusing  the 
credulous  with  his  metalic  tractors—  Dyott  was  vending  his  nostrums— 


Quackery  was  playing  its  pranks  without  molestation.  The  mercil- 
rializers  were  carrying  on  the  work  of  death,  and  met  not  a  frown  from 
the  dupes  of  learned  impositions  ;  hut  Thomson  had  reared  the  formida- 
ble standard  of  truth,  at  which  error  trembled',  Black  hearted  malice 
pushed  at  him  a  deadly  sabre  ;  but  Thomson,  with  philosophic  stability, 
pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way.  Disease,  in  its  most  terrific  forms, 
yielded  to  his  matchless  skill ;  patrons  have  been  multiplied,  until  thou- 
sands of  families  in  these  United  States,  possessed  of  a  competent.degree 
of  his  knowledge  in  the  healing  art,  are  rejoicing  in  his  discoveries,  and 
bless  the  day  they  first  heard  his  name  and  became  acquainted  with  his 
masterly  skill.  Many  generous  sons  of  science  award  him  the  meed  of 
deserved  praise. 

Yet,  strange  to  tell,  such  is  the  incorrigible  obstinacy  of  many,  that 
they  will  close  their  eyes  and  ears  against  the  truth,  without  candid, 
honest,  faithful  inquiry ;  condemn  by  wholesale  what  they  have  never 
clearly  understood,  and  with  them  the  name  of  Thomson  is  a  by- word, 
and  song  of  reproach.  The  mighty  cause  is  working  its  way — cures 
have  been  multiplied  to  the  astonishment  of  its  most  vindictive  enemies. 
Its  triumph  over  the  ancient  practice  in  these  United  States  has  been 
complete  in  the  late  distressing  visitation  by  the  Asiatic  Cholera.  The 
strenuous  efforts  at  contradiction  have  been  too  scandalous,  impudent, 
and  incredible  to  sustain  a  sinking  cause.  Thomson's  botanic  remedies 
have  been  put  to  the  test — they  have  been  tried  as  by  fire,  and  have 
acquired  a  reputation  not  to  be  shaken  by  envy  or  deposed  by  insolence 
and  falsehood.  The  Faculty  as  usual  have  been,  and  still  are,  at  war 
among  themselves.  Contradictory  theories  are  asserted  and  maintained 
by  learned  professors.  The  literary  tornados,  of  conflicting  theories  and 
conflicting  practice,  sweep  through  our  medical  colleges,  and  extend  a 
desolating  influence  through  all  sections  of  our  couutry — with  some, 
calomel  and  the  lancet  are  a  tree  of  life ;  with  others,  they  are  ranked 
with  the  most  formidable  weapons  of  death.  How  then  shall  the  igno- 
rant and  unlearned  repose  confidence  in  their  scientific  wisdom  ?  "  Who 
shall  decide,  when  doctors  disagree?"  Surely  the  regular  Faculty  are 
destitute  of  any  regular  system.  They  sail  without  any  regular  compass, 
helm  or  pilot.  They  drift  down  the  dangerous  stream  of  dark  conjec- 
ture, or  ride  on  the  boisterous  billows  of  scientific  pride  and  delusion. 
In  the  high  places  of  medical  science,  the  House  and  Kingdom  of  the 
regular  Doctors  is  divided,  sorely  divided,  and  rapidly  approximating  to  a 
state  of  consummated  desolation.  Thomson's  discoveries  are  like  a 
flaming  beacon,  on  the  mountain  summit,  that  cannot  be  concealed.  It 
is  a  light  calculated  for  family  use.  His  remedies  are  simple,  and  effica- 
cious. His  plan  uniform,  with  only  incidental  allowances  accommo- 
dated to  circumstantial  occurrences,  requires  no  pathological  devices,  to 
elude  inquiry  and  deceive  the  multitude.  His  remedies  are  few  in  num- 
ber, but  most  sure  in  producing  a  happy  result,  when  judiciously  applied, 
of  any  with  which  the  world  is  at  present  acquainted.  Instead  of  sue1. 
a  multitude  of  remedies  for  a  multitude  of  diseases,  as  taught  in  the 
ancient  schools  of  physic,  he  has  reduced  every  thing  to  such  a  simple 
state,  in  his  descriptions  and  prescriptions,  that  plain  honest  common 
sense  need  not  miss  the  road,  but  travel  on  with  perfect  safety — follow 
their  leader  without  danger,  and,  in  all  curable  cases — all  cases  within 
the  reach  of  art,  they  may  proceed  in  the  full  confidence  of  almost  infal- 
lible success.     Who,  then,  having  this  knowledge,  will  turn  aside  to 


pursue  an  Ignusfatuus,  called  reformation  ?  It  is  Thomson's  scheme  of 
practice  that  has  astonished  the  world  by  its  successfulness,  any  thing  in 
the  vain,  proud,  vaunting  pretentions  of  reforming  plagiarism  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Thomsonian  Recorder. 


The  following  article  first  appeared  in  the  Boston  Patriot  some 
years  since,  and  was  written  by  Dr.  Benjamin  Waterhouse,  a  learned 
and  venerable  physician,  for  many  years  lecturer  on  the  theory  and 
practice  of  Medicine,  in  Cambridge  University.  The  testimony  of 
l>r.  Waterhouse  is  worth  more  than  volumes  written  by  little  snarling 
M.  D.'s,  who  think  none  so  learned  and  wise  as  themselves. 


THE   ECLECTIC.-1IO.   1. 

SAMUEL    THOMSON, 

"BOTANIST,"   AND   PATENTED   PRACTITIONER   Of    mf:i>h  i 

Messrs.  Koitors — 

f  have  lately  read,  with  considerable  interest  and  some  Bon 
tittle  volume  of  nearly  200  pages,  entitled,  "  A  Narrative  of  the  Life  and 
Medical  Discoveries  of  Samuel  Thomson,  containing  an  account  •  1"  his 
system  of  practice,  and  the  manner  of  curing  disease,  with  VEGETABLE 
medicines,  upon  a  plan  entirely  new);"  to  which  is  added  his  ".Yew 
Cu'ulr  lo  Health,  containing  the  principles  upon  which  the  system  is 
founded." 

While  reading  the  book,  1  said  to  those  who  recommended  it  to  my 
perusal,  this  man  is  no  "QUACK."  He  narrates  his  medical  discoveries, 
lives  an  account  of  his  system  of  practice,  together  with  his  man 
curing  diseases, upon  apian  confessedly  new  ;  to  which  be  adds  the prin- 
riplts  on  which  bis  new  system  is  founded,  lie  who  does  this  is  DO 
Charlatan,  but  by  uniting  theory  to  bis  practice,  however  erroneous  the 
theory,  merits  attention.  With  these  ideas  of  the  cultivation  and  pro- 
mulgation of  human  knowledge,  I  road  the  narrative  of  Samuel  Thom- 
son, and  soon  perceived  that  he  was  a  man  of  good  capacity,  persevering 
temper,  and  benevolent  disposition  ;  and  that  he  acquired  bis  knowledge 
of  the  hitherto  unknown  virtues  of  certain  plants  by  experiments,  first  on 
bimseli;  then  on  those  about  him.  In  the  course  of  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  he  arranged  bis  experimental  knowledge  into  a  system, as  did  the 

father  of  Physic  before  him,  however  imperfect:  and  having  done  this 
to  the  best  of  his  power  (for  he  had  no  literary  education)  he  published 

the  result  of  bis  experience,  labor  and  thoughts  to  the  world,  for  them 
to  judge  of  it,  and  of  him. 

\i  TO-BioORAPHl  is  a  profitable:  species  of  writing  to  the  world, 
but  dangerous  to  the  writer  himself;  especially  if  he  be  a  professional 
man,  or  a  political  partisan  ;  before  he  can  gain  credit  for  one  honorable 
motive,  every  sinister  object  that  can  be  imagined  will  be  laid  to  his 
account.  Who  among  bis  competitors  will  exercise  that  impartiality  on 
hearing  his  story,  which  thej  require  of  him  in  relating  it?  Narrow 
minded  jealousy  will  pervert  everything.  We  may  allow  for  a  little 
high  coloring  in  controversy  with  rivals,  very  few  physicians  or  divines 
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are  free  from  it ;  but  if  Samuel  Thomson,  in  the  narrative  of  his  life,  has 
not  turned  aside  from  facts,  he  has  been  unjustly  treated,  and,  in  some 
instances,  most  cruelly  persecuted.  He  has  given  names,  dates,  places 
and  events,  and  spoken  of  judges,  juries,  sheriffs,  jailors  and  witnesses, 
in  a  style  so  plain  as  to  exclude  all  equivocation  ;  and  the  same  of  a  noted 
preacher.  If  what  he  has  said  of  them  be  false,  he  ought  to  be  exposed 
and  publicly  punished  ;  if  true,  he  merits  protection.  His  discoveries 
are  valuable  or  insignificant,  his  practice  a  nuisance  or  a  benefit,  his 
writings  useful  or  a  tissue  of  lies  and  calumnies,  his  Patent  honorable  or 
a  disgrace  to  our  government ;  and  it  is  not  beneath  the  dignity  of  any 
Physician,  Divine,  or  Philosopher,  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  a  series 
of  experiments  published  with  so  much  confidence,  and  purporting  to 
be  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  Samuel  Thomson  has  added  a  very  valua- 
ble article  to  our  Materia  Medica,  and  that  he  has  again  and  again 
relieved  the  sick  where  others  have  failed.  From  all  that  I  can  collect, 
1  am  induced  to  believe  that  he  is  not  an  avaricious  man,  but  one  who 
is  more  flattered  by  his  success  in  relieving  the  sick  than  in  receiving 
their  money.  This,  at  least,  entitles  him  to  a  fair  and  patient  hearing. 
It  is  possible  he  may  have  deceived  himself;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  has  laid  himself  out,  like  a  conjuror,  to  deceive  others.  If  this  man 
has  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  life  to  the  relief  of  his  fellow  men,  his 
labors  claim  respect,  and  his  errors  our  indulgence ;  for  who  of  us  are 
free  from  them  ?  Let  the  unprejudiced  man,  who  reads  his  Narrative 
and  Guide  to  Health,  judge  for  himself;  and  should  he  boggle  at  his 
theory  of  heat  and  cold,  let  him  remember  that  Thomson,  without  know- 
ing it,  has  adopted  a  theory  of  Galen's  ;  and  his  idea  of  the  preserving 
power  of  nature,  the  curer  of  diseases  and  preserver  of  life,  appears  to 
be  the  same  as  that  acknowledged  by  Hippocrates  ;  but  the  writer 
could  not  express  it  in  Greek. 

Thomson  is  not  a  Quack,  if  by  quack  we  mean  a  rain,  artful,  trick- 
ing practitioner  in  physic.  He  is  an  Experi mentor,  who  accumulates 
knowledge  by  his  own  experience.  There  was  a  sect  among  the  ancient? 
who  assumed  that  appellation,  to  distinguish  themselves  from  Dogmatists, 
who,  instead  of  experience,  taught  dogmas.  If  Samuel  Thomson  be  a 
quack,  he  is  a  quack  suigeneris,  for  being  an  enemy  to  concealment,  he 
tells  all  he  knows,  in  as  plain  a  manner  as  he  possibly  can,  and  leaves 
you  to  form  your  own  judgment,  provided  you  divest  yourself  of  the 
fashion  of  this  world  in  physic,  which,  with  priestcraft,  is  fast  passing 
away. 

Read  this  book,  men  of  New  England,  and,  after  making  due  allow- 
ance for  his  condition  and  situation  and  provocations,  judge  whether 
such  a  man  merits  the  persecution  he  has  endured,  and  the  treatment 
he  has  met  with.  AN  ECLECTIC. 


DR.   HERSEY'S   ADDRESS 

To  the  Thomsonian  Botanic  Convention,  held  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in 
December,  1832. 
Gentlemen, — It  was  with  much  difficulty  I  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Presidency  of  this  Convention. — I  have  endeavored  tu  dis- 
charge the  duties  incumbent  on  me  in  that  official  capacity  with  fidelity 


and  precision,  and  I  feel  peculiar  gratification  in  having  obtained  the 
approbation  of  this  august,  intelligent  assemblage  of  the  delegates  of  the 
lJotenic  Society  in  the  United  States.  I  congratulate  the  Convention 
and  the  Society  at  large  on  the  constant  accumulation  of  talents,  and 
men  of  high  and  honorable  standing,  who  are  rallying  round  the  peace- 
ful standard  of  the  Thomsonian  System.  We  feel  happy  to  announce 
to  the  world  the  social  harmony  and  mutual  good  will  that  has  prevailed 
in  all  your  deliberations.  The  principles  and  practice  of  the  Thomsonian 
scheme  appear  to  be  every  where  sustained  with  a  unanimity  that  has 
seldom,  it  ever,  obtained  among  so  numerous  a  body  of  citizens,  dispersed 
over  such  a  vast  extent  of  territory.  A  steady  adherence  to  first  princi- 
ples establishes  the  cause  on  an  immutable  basis.  In  these  we  seek  not 
improvements ;  from  these  we  spurn  at  reformation.  Auxiliary  remedies 
for  disease  that  accord  with  these  principles,  whenever  such  auxiliaries 
can  be  ascertained,  lead  us  not  to  abdicate  the  cause,  but  confirm  and 
sustain  our  confidence  in  the  founder  of  this  Institution.  We  should  try 
the  spirits  of  the  age,  and  by  ingenious,  well  directed  efforts,  consci- 
entiously endeavor  to  suppress  that  speculative  rage,  that  leads  a  number 
of  persons  to  sacrifice  truth  and  jeopardise  tin-  health  and  lives  of  the 
people  at  the  shrine  of  personal  popularity  and  emolument.  This  love  of 
money,  that  blinds  the  eyes  of  many,  who  onee  appeared  zealous  advo- 
cates of  the  system,  but  have  turned"  aside  after  the  mammon  of  unright- 
eousness, should  be  discountenanced  with  a  manly  philosophic  firmness, 
that  the  apostatising  wanderers  after  filthy  lucre  may  be  ashamed  and 

confounded.    As  you  have  selected  the  Thomsonian  Recorder  to  be  the 

mouth  piece  of  the  Society,  it  will  be  important  to  give  it  a  decided 
patronage,  as  you  have  resolved  to  do,  that  it  may  not  share  the  fete  of 
other  periodicals  that  have  been  started  in  divers  sections  of  the  Ameri- 
can   Union.     There  are  several  periodicals  of  more  limited  circulation, 

to  which  we  wish  honorable  support,  long  life  and  prosperity.  It  will 
bo  much  for  the  interest  of  the  cause  to  give  them  an  honorable  support 

As  you  have  honored  me  with  the  appointment  of  Secretary  of 
general  correspondence  of  tin-  Society,  to  all  the  Branch  Societies  in 
these  I  nited  States,  to  collect,  collate  and  make  public,  whatever  may 
subserve  the  general  interest,  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  attentive  and  faithful 

in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  that  devolve  on  me  in  the  arduous  and 
responsible  station,  to  which  1  have  been  promoted  by  the  unanimous 
suffrages  of  this  enlightened  and  respectable  Convention. 

You  will  hear  with  you  to  your  respective  places  of  abode,  my  best 
wishes  for  \  <>iir  personal  welfare,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  system.  I 
have  been  drawn  into  the  acknowledgment  and  adoption  of  this  system, 
in  subserviency  to  my  own  convictions  of  the  innocency,  efficacy,  and 
certainty  of  the  remedies  prescribed,  for  the  removal  of  disease.  More 
than  forty  years  of  mv  life  have  been  devoted  to  the  ancient  and  regular 
practice.'  Ten  years' ha\ e  been  spent  in  investigating  the  merits,  and 
ascertaining  the  justness  of  the  claims  of  this  system  on  public  confi- 
dence. \  partial  leaning  was  the  first  step;  the  result  was  a  mixed 
practice,  which  I  soon  discovered  could  not  succeed;  I  discovered  I 
must  be  a  Thomsonian  altogether,  or  abandon  the  cause.  1  resolved 
on  the  experiment,  on  the  joint  testimony  of  my  own  impartial  experi- 
ence and  the  testimony  of  others  on  whose  information  I  could  rely 
without  suspicion.  The  result  has  been  that  thus  resolutely  pursuing 
this  Bourse,  1  was  really  astonished  at  the  success.     This  rivalled  any 
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thing  with  which  I  had  ever  been  acquainted  in  domestic  practice,  or 
in  my  former  official  capacity  of  surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  or  any 
private  or  public  station  1  had  ever  been  called  to  fill. 

To  enter  minutely  into  a  labored  detail  of  incidents,  connected  with 
this  conversion  to  Thomsonism,  would  he  uninteresting  and  useless.  I 
know,  that  in  these  concessions  and  this  devotedness  to  the  botanic 
system,  I  forfeit  the  good  opinion  of  many  reputable  friends  and  literary 
acquaintances;  but  those  who  know  how  highly  and  cordially  I  esteem 
a  multitude  of  these,  will  be  fully  convinced  that  I  could  never  have 
been  induced  to  have  risked  this  forfeit,  or  endanger  that  friendship  and 
confidence,  from  any  less  motive,  than  the  conscious  and  unavoidable 
impress  of  truth.  Were  they  to  make  the  same  impartial  investigation, 
with  truth  alone  for  their  object,  and  could  they  have  access  to  the  same 
weight  of  testimony,  I  candidly  believe,  if  the  influence  of  mere  self- 
interest  could  be  banished  from  their  minds,  we  should  have  a  large 
accession  of  converts. 

I  am  happy  to  learn,  from  the  most  unquestionable  documents,  that 
Thomsonism  is  extending  its  benign  and  salutary  influence  through  the 
United  States — many  of  the  learned  professional  characters,  of  preemi- 
nent standing,  are  not  to  be  deterred  from  espousing  the  cause ;  many 
physicians,  whose  literary  attainments  would  do  honor  to  any  institution, 
boldly  espouse  and  defend  the  system  ;  others,  like  some  ancient  disci- 
ples, who  approached  the  Messiah  by  night,  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  support 
the  cause  in  a  more  covert  way ;  events  are  ripening  fast — a  momentous 
crisis  in  medical  practice  is  standing  at  the  door — the  lancet,  calomel, 
nitre,  antimony,  arsenic,  opium  and  blisters,  must  prevail,  or  they  must 
be  laid  aside.  Thomsonians  wish  not  for  any  legal  indulgence  in  the 
use  of  these  deleterious,  life  depressing  articles.  They  are  willing  to  be 
restricted  in  the  use  of  these — they  are  willing  to  be  confined  to  botanical 
remedies,  and  those  exclusively.  .In  the  use  of  these  remedies  amidst 
all  oppositions,  the  success  tramples  on  authorities  and  powers,  it  travels 
gloriously  and  victoriously,  and  never  shrinks  from  the  severest  scrutiny. 
This  is  not  the  time  nor  place  to  enlarge  on  this  interesting  theme. 

Remember,  in  your  retirement,  to  give  every  facility  to  your  Secre- 
tary in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties — give  the  information  required, 
which  it  is  your  interest  and  ours  to  communicate — your  origin,  age, 
number,  discoveries,  important  cases,  successfulness,  competitors,  perse- 
cutors, and  comparative  views  of  the  effects  of  the  ancient  and  modern 
practice,  will  furnish  abundant  matter  for  your  heads  and  pens. 

The  moment  of  our  adjournment  has  now  arrived. — A  moment  big 
with  the  fate  of  Thomsonism  and  the  world.  If  we  behold  each  other 
no  more  in  this  vale  of  tears,  may  we  meet  in  that  world,  where  the 
plant  of  renown  shall  infuse  immortality  in  man.  The  physician  shall 
be  needed  no  more,  for  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  world  shall  ever 
say,  "  I  am  sick." 


[from  the  thomsonian  recorder.] 

LETTER   OF   DR.   MONTGOMERY. 

The  following  extract  is  from  a  letter  dated  Liberty  Hill,  Kershaw 
District,  South  Carolina,  February  11, 1832.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  the  tal- 
ented, patriotic  statesman  and  physician,  Dr.  Robert  D.  Montgomery.    It 
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xvas  originally  addressed  to  the  Rev.  William  Carlisle.  The  contents  of  the 
letter  have  heen  forwarded  to  us  by  R.  Ferriss,  Esq.  of  AYinsborough, 
enclosed  in  a  communication  bearing  date  October  R)th,  1832. 

Mr.  Carlisle  prefaces  the  letter  by  the  following  remarks:  "The 
circumstances  that  gave  rise  to  the  publication  of  the  following  letter, 
were  these:  Dr.  Montgomery  applied  to  me  for  a  Thomson ian  Family 
Right,  he  pledged  himself  to  report  his  opinion  of  the  system  as  soon  as 
he  -liouM  have  opportunity  of  fairly  toting  it.  A  request  being  sent  to 
him  by  the  Thomsonians  for  that  purpose,  the  following  letter  is  his 
reply;"  after  an  interesting  detail  of  his  patriotism  and  public  services, 
in  conclusion  In;  adds:  "suffice  it  to  say,  that  Dr.  Montgomery's  opin- 
ion of  any  system  is  of  more  importance  than  the  opinion  of  a  thousand 
self-interested  physicians,  whose  object  is  to  keep  the  people  in  igno- 
rance of  the  nature  of  disease,  and  consequently  of  the  mode  and  manner 
of  performing  cures." 

The  following  is  the  Letter  referred  to : — 

(.'kntlemen, — I  received  your  letter  on  the  10th  ult.  and,  on  the 
evening  it  came  to  hand,  was  severely  attacked  with  the  cholera  morbus, 
which  prevented  a  more  early  answer.  You  request  my  opinion  on  the 
Thomsonian  practice  of  medicine,  and  inquire  something  concerning  my 
medical  studies,  previous  to  my  adopting  the  botanic  practice.  I  will 
with  pleasure  endeavor  to  satisfy  your  inquiries,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as 
I  am  able.  It  will  perhaps  be  the  most  satisfactory  course  to  give  a 
short  history  of  my  medical  life,  then  my  reasons  for  adopting  the  new 

practice  may  appear  in  a  more  convincing  light    After  I  had  finished 

my  collegiate  education,  in  the  years  1794  -95  and  96,  I  proceeded  to  the 
Study  of  medicine  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  under  the  tuition  of 
Doctors  Montgomery  and  Henricks,  both  students  of  the  Etusheau  school. 
After  this,  I  attended  the  medical  lectures  iii  Philadelphia,  given  by 
Doctors  Shepper,  Hush,  Woodhouse  and  Barton.  Having  attended  the 
regular  course   of   lectures   under    these    professors,  they  adjudged  me 

entitled  to  a  diploma,  for  my  medical  knowledge,  yel  it  was  contrary  to 

the  rules  of  the  Institution  to  give  me  one,  unless  I  went  through  another 

c rse;  my  finances  would  not  admit   of  it  at  that  time,  and  I  never 

obtained  a  diploma.  After  my  return  from  Philadelphia,  1  fell  immedi- 
ately into  practice,  but  quickly  found,  that  the  theory,  however  beautiful 

it  might  appear,  would  by  no  "means  agree  with  the  practice.  1  entered 
the  practice  with  all  the  .ardor  that  it  IS  possible  for  any  young  physician 
LO  possess.  Every  leisure  moment  was  employed  ill  perfecting  my 
knowledge  of  the  science  of  medicine;  and  I  flattered  niysell  that  1  was 
as  successful  in  my  practice  as  my  cotemporaries:  my  prospects  were 

Mattering,  and  m\  practice  lucrative,  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  1  then 
became  Wearied  OI  the  practice,  and  during  the  latter  part  ot  my  time 
have  given  it  over,  unless  constrained  bj  the  entreaties  of  a  friend.    1 

could  do  no  better  than  to  pity  their  distress.  You  would  here  inquire, 
what  it  was  that  could  induce"  me  to  relinquish   a  gainful  practice,  and 

adopt  a  s\  stem  of  yesterday— to  leave  the  old,  beaten  track,  for  one  newly 
opened?     I  anBwer,  because  the  marks  to  point  the  way  to  proceed, in 

the  old  practice,  were  falacious  and  not  to  be  depended  on  when  Me 
W»£  at  stake.  Here  I  would  candidly  ask  the  candid  physician,  it  be 
has  not  often  been  deceived,  in  the  symptoms  ot  disease,  when  flatter- 
ing himself  with  the  prospect  of  the   speedy  recovery  of  his  patient, 
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when  he  left  him,  perhaps  at  evening — the  next  visit,  perhaps  the  next 
morning,  found  him  breathing  his  last?  You  beheld  him  surrounded 
by  weeping  friends,  because  they  viewed  him  departing  to  his  long 
home.  In  such  circumstances,  humanity  sickens  and  anxiously  inquires, 
"  Is  there  no  relief  from  disease  and  premature  death  ?"  The  answer  is 
to  be  found  in  the  botanic  practice.  But,  is  this  practice  infallible? — 
Does  it  never  fail?  Yes,  it  may  fail,  has  failed,  and  will  fail,  in  a  num- 
ber of  cases.  It  has  and  will  fail,  of  course,  when  the  vital  spark  is 
nearly  extinct,  when  the  powers  of  life  are  destroyed  by  disease,  or  when 
the  condition  of  the  patient  is  such  that  there  is  not  any  thing  remaining 
for  the  medicine  to  act  upon.  Medicine  cannot  act  on  a  dead  body, 
though  it  be  ever  so  active.  At  such  a  crisis,  this  practice,  as  every  other, 
will  most  assuredly  fail:  yet,  in  the  midst  of  all  these  failures,  the  new 
practice  will  have  a  decided  superiority  over  every  other  mode  of  cure 
yet  known  by  man.  I  find,  by  experience  in  my  family,  and  among  my 
friends,  who  have  used  the  medicine  as  directed,  that  in  fevers,  it  gene- 
rally relieves  the  patient  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  often  in  less  time. 
A  number  of  cases  in  my  own  family,  that  have  been  as  violent  as  any 
under  the  old  practice,  which  required  three  or  four  weeks,  before  they 
were  able  to  leave  their  bed,  yet,  by  the  Thomsonian  practice,  these  have 
been  relieved  in  the  short  time  already  stated.  This  practice,  under  my 
direction,  has  triumphed  over  an  ascites,  or  dropsy  of  the  abdomen,  in 
which  the  old  practice  had  labored  in  vain.  The  bite  of  a  rattle-snake, 
on  one  of  the  family,  accompanied  with  violent  pain,  was  freed  from  all 
pain  in  less  than  ten  minutes,  and  the  swelling  of  the  foot  and  leg  was 
but  trifling.  In  myself,  a  violent  attack  of  rheumatism  and  cholera 
morbus,  both  yielded  to  the  botanic  applications.  Another  fact  is  worthy 
of  notice:  your  patient  does  not  suffer  the  great  debility,  by  a  course  of 
the  new  practice,  that  commonly  takes  place  in  the  old.  The  natural 
functions  are  soon  restored  to  their  former  vigor.  The  patient  forgets 
that  he  was  sick.  Do  you  wish  me  to  account  for  this  ?  It  is  easily 
done— there  is  not  that  prostration  of  strength  by  depleting  remedies  in 
the  new,  as  in  the  old  practice.  Another  reason  why  the  same  degree 
of  debility  is  not  induced,  is  that  the  medicine  used  is  in  harmony  with 
the  powers  of  life  ;  hence  it  is,  that,  after  the  operation  of  the  Thomsonian 
remedies,  the  patient  feels  invigorated  and  cheerful.  One  other  fact, 
which  gives  the  new  a  decided  advantage  over  the  old  practice,  is  that 
the  remedies  are  the  same  in  all  cases  that  can  possibly  occur.  The  object 
is  uniform,  viz :  the  restoration  of  the  natural  heat,  as  it  is  a  primitive  vital 
property.  Hence  the  practising  physician,  acting  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  common  discretion,  cannot  err  materially  in  administering  the 
remedies;  he  is  not  liable  to  do  any  irreparable  injury  to  his  patient. 
This  is  not  the  case  with  the  old  practice :  How  often  have  we  witnessed, 
with  grief,  the  baneful  effects  of  medicine  on  the  constitution  of  the 
patient?  Where  is  the  physician  that  will  not  acknowledge  that  his 
medicine  has  often  operated  in  a  different  manner  than  he  had  expected, 
and  that  his  patient  was  worse  from  the  use  thereof. 

A  Brown,  a  Rush,  and  others,  have  declared  firmly  their  belief  in 
the  unity  of  disease,  and  the  unity  of  cure:  Doct.  Thomson  joins  them 
in  the  belief,  and  practices  precisely  on  that  principle.  Away,  then,  with 
your  thousand  diseases,  and  your  thousand  remedies,  and  adopt  that 
system  of  practice  that  is  both  safe  and  salutary  to  man. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  add  another  reason  which  makes  the  Thorn- 
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sonian  practice  valuable,  and  that  is  its  simplicity,  or  its  plain,  natural 
adaptation  to  the  illiterate,  untutored  part  of  the  human  family.  The 
poor  and  illiterate  require  the  attention  of  the  humane  and  benevolent 
in  all  countries,  and  such  are  the  most  numerous  class  in  society:  To 
such  the  Thomsonian  practice  holds  out  the  helping  hand,  to  snatch 
them  from  pain  and  death,  and  such  he  invites  to  a  participation  of  its 
benefit-'. 

These  are  some  of  the  considerations  which  have  determined  my 
judgment  to  the  botanic  practice  of  medicine.  I  am  fully  confident,  that 
whoever  will  give  it  a  fair  trial  will  rejoice  at  the  success. 

I  am  respectfully,  yours,  &c.  Robert  D.  Montgomery. 


[from  the  botanic  advocate.] 

The  following  letter,  from  a  gentleman  in  Poughkeepsie,  to  Dr. 
Coffin,  was  handed  us  some  days  since,  but  its  publication  has  been 
unavoidably  delayed  to  the  present  time.  We  are  rejoiced  to  find  that 
Mr.  Hanncy,  the  editor  of  the  Dutchess  Republican,  has  the'  indepen- 
dence to  advocate  the  Thomsonian  cause — a  cause  which  must  prevail, 
notwithstanding  the  powerful  opposition  of  the  Medical  Faculty  is 
arrayed  against  it. 

Poughkeepsie,  July  28,  1833. 

Dear  Sir, — It  appears,  from  accounts  from  your  city,  that  you  have 
at  last  had  the  calumny  and  inveteracy  of  the  {earned  ignorant  faculty 
heaped  upon  your  innocent  head.  And  for  what?  Because  you  can 
relieve  the  distress  of  your  fellow  men  where  they  cannot!  Hut  the 
result  has  been  exactly  as  I  expected  ;  by  your  being  not  only  proved 
innocent,  but  useful  to  your  fellow  citizens. 

It  is  hard  and  unjust  indeed,  to  be  persecuted,  when  we  are  living 
and  acting  for  the  good  of  our  fellow  men:  yea,  when  our  efforts  and 
exertions  are  spent  day  and  night  for  the  cause  of  truth — for  bleeding 
and  suffering  humanity !  But  such  is  the  prejudice  of  some,  and  the 
interest  of  others,  that  truth,  undeniable  truth,  is  spurned  from  the  mind; 
and  error,  gross  error,  received  instead  thereof — Hut  man  cannot  be 
enslaved  forever. 

.Mankind  are  examining  the  smooth  sayings  of  learned  ignorance 
and  setting  aside  and  condemning  the  dogmas  of  the  faculty.  They 
begin  to  think  that  they  have  taken  poison  long  enough, — that  they  have 
already  swallowed  loo  much  of  the  nostrums  of  the  learned  ignorant 
faculty.  I  term  them  ignorant  because  they  know  little  about  disease, 
and  less  about  a  remedy.  What  have  all  their  writings  amounted  to  for 
FOUR  THOUSAND  YEARS?  To  a  Cypher!  They  have  not  im- 
proved mankind  in  the  science  of  medicine  a  whit,  since  the  days  of 
Galen,  and  1  might  have  said  Ksculapius. 

When  will  the  mind  of  man  be  free?  The  slumber  of  ages  will 
ere  lon<r  be  broken, — the  chains  of  prejudice  will  be  burst  asunder,  and 
mankind  will  rejoice  in  the  change.  Hitherto,  you  know,  the  press  has 
been  closed  against  us  by  the  influence  of  designing  men  :  and  the 
Brunonians,  Etusbites,  and  in  fine,  all  the  calomel  swarm,  could  say  and 
do  as  they  pleased,  without  our  having  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  our 
just  rights.  And  such  has  been  the  imbecility  of  man,  that  all  the 
"Doctors"  said  was  taken  for  granted  to  be  truth.    But,  Heaven  be 
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praised,  it  is  now  the  reverse.  The  press  is  opened  for  the  vindication 
of  our  heaven-born  cause,  and  a  complete  revolution  has  been  effected 
in  the  minds  of  many  of  our  most  eminent  citizens. 

The  balance  of  justice  is  turning  in  favor  of  Dr.  Thomson  and  his 
disciples,  and  he  begins  to  be  remunerated  for  his  toil.  The  people  do 
see  the  injustness,  the  impropriety  of  poisoning,  blistering,  bleeding, 
starving  and  freezing  a  man,  because  he  is  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  sick. 
I  was  as  much  prejudiced  as  any  individual  could  be ;  and  you  may  ask, 
Why  was  you  biased  against  it?  Because  I  knew  nothing  about  the 
theory  of  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson.  My  education  taught  me  to  place  im- 
plicit confidence  in  what  came  from  "our  Doctor."  "He  knows,"  was 
the  end  of  the  subject.  And  were  I  disposed  to  question  the  utility  of 
such  a  course  of  treatment  as  was  set  down  in  the  Books ;  why,  the 
reply  was,  "The  author  was  a  great  man."  And,  in  a  -multitude  of 
instances,  the  student's  own  rationality  is  thrown  away,  for  the  "learned 
author's  falacious  reasoning."  It  is  enough  to  disgust  any  man  of  com- 
mon sense  to  peruse  the  practice  of  different  authors,  when,  almost  on 
every  page,  and  for  every  trivial  disease,  Calomel,  Opium,  and  the  Lancet 
are  the  remedial  agents.  I  was  disgusted  in  reading  learned  quackery, 
and  determined,  should  I  follow  any  practice,  it  should  be  that  which 
was  simple,  safe,  and  efficacious ;  and  my  determination  I  have  never 
regretted.  I  glory  in  the  name  of  a  "Botanic  or  Thomsonian  Doctor," 
as  I  have  the  heartfelt  satisfaction  of  relieving  the  sufferings  of  my  fellow 
men,  almost  daily,  with  the  products  of  Nature's  garden. 

I  think  1  may  safely  assert,  that  every  individual  who  is  now  preju- 
diced will  acknowledge,  that  they  know  nothing  about  the  theory  of  Dr. 
Thomson.  You  will  have  reason  to  rejoice  at  the  persecution  you  have 
unjustly  met  with  ;  for,  it  will  he  there,  as  it  has  been  elsewhere — it  will 
increase  the  friends  of  the  cause.  There  (the  doctor's)  persecution  will 
be  like  Haman's  gallows:  Then  go  on  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  Fear 
not  the  faculty, — not  a  hair  of  your  head  can  they  injure.  They  will 
recollect  "Fifty  Thousand  signatures,"  which  were, obtained  not  long 
since.  They  know  the  friends  of  the  botanic  cause  are  too  much  for 
them.  I  would  inform  you  that  the  Thomsonian  cause  is  gaining  friends 
rapidly  in  this  country.  The  march  is  onward,  and  will  continue  to  be, 
until  minerals  shall  be  erased  from  the  pages  of  the  Materia  Mcdica. 
The  Dutchess  Republican,  a  paper  of  high  repute,  and  extensive  circu- 
lation, and  edited  by  the  able  pen  of  Thomas  S.  Ranney,  in  this  village, 
has  opened  its  columns  for  the  admission  of  our  matter.  Mr.  Ranney  is 
likewise  printing  one  thousand  copies  of  "Tower's  four  Lectures"  upon 
the  Thomsonian  system  of  practice,  and  will  be  issued  soon.  This  work 
is  done  by  the  "Dutchess  Botanic  Medical  Society."  Our  society  is 
increasing  in  interest  and  numbers, — we  have  about  fifty  members.  It 
propagates  truth,  and  not  quackery. 

I  have  with  pleasure  received  the  first  number  of  the  "Thomsonian 
Advocate."  It  surely  contains  interesting  facts.  I  trust  it  will  meet  with 
a  great  circulation.  It  devolves  upon  friends  of  the  botanic  cause  to  do 
all  they  can  for  its  extension.     I  sincerely  hope  they  will  do  it. 

Our  practice  increases  in  this  village  fast.  We  have  had  an  unusual 
number  (for  this  season  of  the  year)  of  common  cholera  or  cholera  mor- 
bus cases,  within  a  few  days  past,  some  of  which  were  very  severe  ;  but 
in  all  and  every  instance,  we  were  successful  in  giving  relief— almost 
immediately. 


15 

Tlie  most  cheering  intelligence  reaches  us  from  all  quarters,  from 
limn  to  time,  of  tlir  prevalence  of  Thorn  sonism.  What  shall  be  done, 
union  we  turn  in  and  assist  the  "  Regulars"?  I  believe  "quackery"  will 
spread,  ami  ameliorate  the  condition  of  man.  It  is  spreading  rapidly  in 
Connecticut.  A  Dumber  of  good  practitioners  are  diffusing  there  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  There  is  at  present  a  great  call  for  practitioners 
upon  the  Thomsonian  system.  We  do  not  lose  a  tenth  part  as  many 
patiento  as  the  "Regulars."  Why  is  this?  Can  you  tell?  The  cause 
of  Thomsonism  must  prevail,  for  it  has  facts  for  its  basis,  and  reason  for 
its  guide.  I  will  close,  with  a  determination  to  do  all  that  within  me 
lies,  tor  the  amelioration  of  mankind,  and  at  the  same  time  subscribe 
myself,  yours  respectfully,  B.  W.  S. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Benjamin  W at f.rhou se,  formerly  Lecturer  on  the 
Theory  ana  Practice  <>f  Physic,  m  Cambridge  University,  to  the  late 
Dit.  Samuel  L.  Mitc  iim-i.,  of  New  York, 

Cambridge,  December  19,  1825. 

My  Dear  Sir, — Mr.  alias  Doct.  Samuel  Thomson,  who  has  the 
honor  of  introducing  the  valuable  Lobelia  to  use,  and  fully  proved  its 
efficacy  and  safely,  will  deliver  you  this.  He  has  cured  and  relieved 
many  of  disorders,  u  hir.li  others  could  nor,  without  being  a  regular  diplo- 
matized physician,  and  dared  to  be  a  republican  in  a  hot  bed  of  federal- 
ism:  for  which  he  has  been   shamefully  ill-treated,  even  to  persecution. 

I  have  aided  and  assisted  Thomson,  from  a  linn  belief  that  his  novel 
practice  has  been  beneficial  to  numbefj,  and  that  it  may  be  placed  among 
improvements.  If  he  be  a  quack,  he  is  a  quack  tmgenent,  for  he  pro- 
claims  his   mode  and   means.      Had  John    Hunter,  whom  I  well   knew, 

been   horn   and    hred  where  Samuel  Th son  was,  he  would  have  heen 

just  such  another  man  ;  and  had  Samuel  Thomson  heen  thrown  into  the 
same  society  and  associations  as  John  Hunter,  he  would,  in  my  opinion, 
been  bis  equal,  with  probably  a  wider  rangeA of  thought ;  but  both  men 
of  talents,  and  originality  of  thought 

I  am,  indeed,  so  disgusted  with  learned  quackery,  that  I  take  some 
interest  in  honest,  humane,  and  strong-minded  empiricism  ;  for  it  has 
done  more  tor  our  art,  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  than  all  the  I  ni- 
versities  since  the  time  of  Charlemagne.  Where,  for  goodness  sake,  did 
Hippocrates  study?  Air,  earth  and  water — man,  and  his  kindred  vege- 
table— disease  and  death,  and  all  casualties  and  concomitants  of  humanity, 
were  the  pagt  I  he  studied — every  thing  that  surrounds  and  nourishes  us, 
were  the  objects  of  his  attention  and  study.  In  a  word,  he  read  diligently 
and  sagaciously  the  Great  Book  of  JYalure,  as  Thomson  has,  instead  of 
the  little  books  of  man. 

I  low  came  your  Legislature  to  pass  so  unconstitutional  an  act  as  that 
called  the  anti-quack  law? — such  as  the  Parliament  of  England  would 
hardly  have  ventured  our — for  ulio  icill  define  quackery  ■'  Were  I  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  your  excellent  Grovernor  Clinton,  I  would  write  to 
him  on  the  subject.  You,  .New  Yorkers,  are  half  a  century  behind  us  in 
theological  science,  but  your  quack  bill  looks  as  if  you  halted  also  in  physic. 

I5y  what  I  have  s-en  and  learnt  of  Mr.  Thomson,  I  wish  him  suc- 
cess, and  the  notice  of  the  eminent  and  the  liberal  in  the  profession:  and 
with  this  view  1  give  him  this  rapidly-written  letter  to  Dr.  Mitchell,  and 
am,  with  a  high  degree  of  esteem  ami  respect,  his  steady  friend, 

Henjamin  Waterhocse. 
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LINES  ON  THE  THOMSONIAN  SYSTEM, 

WRITTEN   BY   A   PATIENT   AT   THE   INFIRMARY. 

Deep  in  the  dark  and  sombre  shades  of  night, 
Veiled  from  the  searching  rays  of  truth  and  light, 
Wrapped  up  in  books,  immured  in  learned  schools, 
Affording  ample  scope  to  rogues  and  fools," 
Medicine,  once  pure  as  heaven's  untainted  breath,* 
Seems  clothed  in  robes  of  miseiy  and  death. 
But  soon  this  scene  of  darkness  shall  be  o'er, 
And  men  be  duped  by  "  learned  quacks"  no  more. 
E'en  now  we  hail  the  dawn  of  that  eventful  day, 
When  these  thick  clouds,  that  darken  truth's  pure  ray, 
Shall  melt  away  before  the  living  light, 
Or  sink  in  regions  of  eternal  night. 
-  The  spark  is  struck  that  shall  illume  the  world, 
The  sacred  banner  of  the  Truth  unfurled. 
Thomson  appears — upreared  by  Nature's  hand, 
A  second  Luther — sent  by  God's  command ; 
Poor  and  unlearned,  untutored  from  the  farm, 
To  pluck  from  trampled  herbs  a  healing  balm. 
Though  all  the  "powers  of  darkness"  storm  and  rage, 
A  ruthless  war  against  the  ".system"  wage, 
'Tis  vain — the  day  is  past — Truth's  sacred  light 
Shall  banish  error  to  the  shades  of  night. 

F.  B.  B. 

The  following  statement  is  a  matter  of  fact,  and  can  be  proved  by 
respectable  witnesses. 

A  gentleman,  a  Thomsonian  practitioner,  from  Ballston,  (N.  Y.)  who 
visited  Philadelphia  last  year,  to  cure  the  cholera,  wishing  to  purchase 
some  Gum  Myrrh,  called  with  one  of  his  friends,  at  one  of  the  first 
apothecary's  stores  in  the  city  to  obtain  some.  Having  seen  the  fatal 
effects  of  arsenic  on  Mr.  Solomon  D.  Hollister,  who  was  killed  by  taking 
arsenic  instead  of  bismuth,  he  asked  the  druggist  to  show  him  the  two 
articles  in  their  crude  and  prepared  states,  which  he  did  very  willingly. 
The  gentlemen  then  observed,  "  How  is  it  possible  for  you  to  pulverise 
arsenic  ?  for  Thatcher  says,  in  his  Dispensatory,  that '  in  mines  it  causes 
the  destruction  of  numbers  who  explore  them.' "  "  Oh,"  said  he,  "we 
have  a  mill,  a  short  distance  from  here,  where  we  grind  it.  We  employ 
a  ne"To  as  overseer,  who  goes  out  and  hires  some  worthless  blacks,  gives 
them  plenty  of  drink,  and  sets  them  to  grinding  in  the  mill.  It  poisons 
them  bo  that  in  a  few  days  they  swell  up  and  die,  but  never  know  what 
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kills  them."  «  But,"  said  the  gentleman,  "  why  docs  not  this  Boa 
tell  them  to  tie  up  their  mouth  and  nose  with  a  handkerchief?"  He  said, 
"If  he  did  .-<>,  lie  could  getnoneto  work;  for  they  are  as  afraid  of  arsenic 
as  they  arc  of  Death."  The  gentleman  then  said,  «  I  sec  do  difference, 
Sir,  between  it  and  Death  ;  for,  according  to  Thatcher's  account,  it  kills 
those  uh<>  dig  it !  according  to  yours,  it  kills  those  who  grind  it!!  and, 
according  to  Mr.  Ilollisters  case,  it  kills  those  to  whom  the  Dortors 
give  it ! ! !  " 


A    CHOLERA    CHAPTER: 

Written  bt  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson,  in  IK',.'. 

I.  It  is  truly  an  imperious  duty,  incumbent  upon  all  men, as  mem- 
bers of  civil  society,  to  apprise  men  of  danger,  present  or  approaching, 
and  warn  diem  to  escape  impending  evil,  bye  very  lawful  and  honorable 

method  within   their  power. 

'1.  The  cholera  cloud  has  for  a  long  time  hung  round  our  country, 
and  multitudes  have  died  along  our  sea-coast  towns  and  cities,  and  in  the 
hack  and  western  countries. 

-'{.  By  our  last  advices  from  Orleans,  the  mortality  was  prevail- 
ing to  a  terrible  extent — from  150  to  200  dying  in  a  day. 

4.  Our  friends  acquaint  us  that  while  the  multitudes  are  dying 
around  them,  faster  than  they  can  find  graves  to  hold  them,  yet  the) 
feel  secure,  and    fear  no    particular   danger,  and  can  only  feel  sorry  for 

those  of  their  fellow  creatures  that  are  swallowing  their  deadly  doses, 

while  the  steam  doctors  have  not  the  privilege  to  sa\  <■  lite,  w  hen  it  could 
easily  be  done. 

5.  To  them,  and  all  others  in  similar  circumstances,  is  this  word  i 
compassion  and  good  will  most  kindly  dedicated. 

(i.  It'  you  would  keep  clear  of  the  cholera,  avoid  the  doctor,  who 
COmes  to  you  with  his  calomel,  opium  ami  lancet. 

7.    Let  those  cholera  preventives  alone  that  are  puffed  and  blown  in 

the  newspapers,  just  to  get  your  money,  regardless  of  consequences. 

6,  Always  make  it  a  rule  not  to  take  any  medicine,  unless  you  know 
what  you  take  it  (in-,  and  never  take;  any  thing  that  will  make  a  well 
man  sick:  but  try  always,  when  you  use  any  medicine  at  all,  to  use  ^wr'.t 
BS  will  make  a  sick  man  well. 

!».  Drive  off  all  fright  or  tearfulness  about  cholera,  for  that  will  lead 
you  off  after  cholera  preventives,  and  lead  you  after  the  cholera  nostrum 
doctors. 

1(1.  The  learned  quacks  will  draw  oil' your  blood,  the  very  fountain 
of  your  life;  they  perhaps  will  do  as  they  certainly  have  done,  syringe 
in  a  large  quantity  of  saline  fluid,  or  white  lie,  into  your  veins,  and  purge, 
and  blister,  and  salivate  besides. 

I  1.  This  is  doing  a  great  business.  In  addition  to  ?.ll  this  they  may. 
BS  they  certainly  have,  prescribe  a  gill  of  brandy  and  two  hundred  drops 
of  laudanum,  to  be  taken  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  hours. 

12.  Ten  to  one  if  the  college  doctor  does  not  put  down  50  or  60 
grains  of  calomel;  if  very  popular,  perhaps  twice  that  quantity. 

1.'!.  In  this  way  the  game  is  played — 'the  blind  are  leading  the 
blind — they  are  all  falling  into  the  ditch  together,'  until  the  grave  is  run- 
ning over  full. 


18 

14.  This  has  hecn  the  case  in  many  places,  but  especially  at  Orleans, 
when;  the  plague  rages,  and  will  rage  until  there  is  a  change  in  the 
medical  practice. 

15.  Falsehood  and  deception  there  prevail, and  death  goes  on  taking 
a  wide  swathe,  and  we  may  well  exclaim,  in  the  fulness  of  our  sympa- 
thy, Oh!  foolish  inhabitants  of  a  country  boasting  of  light  and  liberty  ! 
How  long  will  you  sacrifice  yourselves  and  your  children  at  the  shrine 
of  the  moloch  of  mineral  poisons,  and  the  learned  ignorance  of  the  doc- 
tors who  give  you  poisons  according  to  law. 

16.  Some  do  and  will  inquire,  why  mortal  disease  is  more  prevalent 
at  some  seasons  than  another.  To  answer  this  interrogation,  we  will 
refer  you  to  the  year  of  1806.  Then  was  the  total  eclipse  of  the  sun. 
Such  was  the  chilly  state  of  the  atmosphere  that  season,  that  little  corn 
was  raised — the  crops  all  failed  to  an  alarming  degree — the  yellow  fever 
and  dysentery  prevailed. 

17.  The  doctors  had  bad  success.  The  same  preventives,  viz  :  calo- 
mel, opium,  blistering  and  bleeding,  and  a  train  of  nostrums  were  used  as 
preventives ;  and  the  same  remedies  to  cure  were  used,  as  have  been 
since  used,  and  are  now  using  to  cure  cholera ;  about  nine  tenths  of  those 

/ho  sickened  died. 

18.  In  1805  and  '6, 1  lost  not  a  patient.  In  1807  I  attended  at  Jeri- 
cho, Vermont,  where  20  persons  had  died  under  the  care  of  the  regular 
doctors.  Two  lived  who  had  utterly  refused  to  take  a  particle  of  mineral 
medicine:  they  took  none  of  any  kind. 

19.  Every  one  who  had  taken  medicine  from  the  regular  doctors 
died,  whether  they  called  it  yellow  fever,  dyscntary,  or  black  vomit. 
The  color  of  the  complaint  did  not  make  any  odds.  Out  of  30  I  reliever  1 
2! ',  at  the  risk  of  life  and  fortune  :  such  were  the  circumstances  in  which 
I  was  placed. 

20.  In  1810  the  disease  changed  color  and  got  spotted,  and  was 
'iien  called  the  spotted  fever.  The  doctors  went  the  same  old  round 
of  medicine — round  and  round,  like  a  horse  in  a  cider-mill.  They  did 
not  appear  to  have  made  any  improvement,  except  those  who  added  to 
the  old  list  the  sulphate  of  antimony.  The  remedy  was  about  as  fatal  as 
tiie  butcher's  knife,  skilfully  applied  to  the  throat  of  a  beast. 

21.  A  learned  doctor  lost  sometimes  3,  sometimes  4  or  5,  or  6,  and 
once  at  least  7,  out  of  a  family.  I  could  not  get  an  opportunity  to  prac- 
tise at  all  in  that  vicinity.  I  was  most  wantonly  abused  when  I  cured 
all  who  applied;  and  tbere  the  inhabitants  flocked  to  the  kill-all  doctors, 
like  people  crowding  a  mill  in  a  dry  time,  when  each  one  strives  to  have 
his  turn  first. 

22.  In  1816,  many  unusual  spots  were  seen  on  the  sun,  as  many 
/.ill  remember.     Astronomers  noticed  those  phenomena. 

23.  A  cold,  chilly  state  of  the  atmosphere,  prevailed  through  the 
-nil.    The  disease  received.a  new  name.    The  school  doctors  called  it 

the  cold  plague.    This  was  the  best  or  truest  name  they  had  ever  given  it. 

24.  The  same  medicines  were  crowded  down  the  people's  tbroats 
as  before — the  same  that  has  since  been  given  for  cholera.  Almost  every 
one  died  who  took  the  mineral  medicines.  Scarce  one  escaped  to  tell 
the  effect  the  medicine  had  upon  them.  We  were  compelled  to  judge 
in  these  cases  by  the  stark  naked  facts. 

25.  In  one  neighborhood  (Eastham),  I  distinctly  recollect  that  more 
than  40  had  died.    Doctors  from  three  coonties  had  been  attending. 
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Their  success  was  as  bad  as  ever.  The  same  weapons  of  death  were 
employed  as  formerly,  and  the  lancet  more  liberally  used. 

36.  Iii  the  space  of  two  weeks,  by  an  attentive  and  faithful  use  of 
my  medicine,  33  out  of  34  recovered,  to  the  surprise  and  astonish  mem 

oi  many,  i  had  no  reformers  to  go  before  me  in  those  days.  The 
regular  doctors  wen;  my  leading  opposcrs. 

27.  At  the  same  time,  at  the  same  place,  among  those  who  were 
attended  by  the  regular  doctors,  eleven  out  of  twelve  died:  thus  plainly 
proving  that  Q^r3  it  was  the  medicine  and  not  the  disease,  the  remedies 
anil  DOt  llit:  disorder,  that  killed  the  people:  they  were  led  like  sheep  t; 

the  slaughter.  These  transactions  occurred  at  Easfham  (Gape  Cod). 
Mass,  as  referred  to,  and  confirmed  by  responsible  testimony,  in  my 
Narrative. 

28.  Let  the  friends  of  truth,  for  whose  dear  sake  I  now  employ  my 
pen,  jus!  pause  a  moment  and  consider,  what  difference  does  it  make 
what  name  we  give  the  diesase,  or  whether  we  give  it  any  name,  oi 
Whether  there  be  any  disease  to  name  or  not?  Death,  yon  see,  has  beer 
the  result,  where  the  medicine  of  the  regular  shops  has  been  used.  The 
facts  speak  for  themselves,  in  a  language  that  has  been  heard  and  felt 
by  thousands. 

'2'  i.  The  name  of  cholera,  spasmodic  cholera,  and  Asiatic  cholera 
STB  modern  names  for  our  epidemic  disease.  It  began  to  get  into  usi 
pretty  extensively  in  this  country  in  1830. 

30.  At  that  period  disease  was  worked  up  into  a  multitude  of  names 
the  names  of  medicine  underwent,  a  great  revolution.  Students  had  tc 
learn  new  names  to  make  wise  men  of  themselves,  even  lawful  doctors 

with  privilege  to  kill  without  being  questioned. 

31.  Thus  the  credulity  of  the  people  is  imposed  upon.  The  choler; 
cry  rung  from  the  pulpit  and  the  press — from  the  priest  and  from  the 
doctor.     The  echo  rani;'  far  and  wide. 

:!'.'.  The  country  was  unusually  healthy,  and  continued  so  for  many 
months,  before  all  the  machinery  of  the  inquisition  could  be  got  up  inte 

complete  operation. 

33.  The  Boards  of  Health,  as  they  have  been  called,  were  estah- 
lished  in  our  cities.  These  consisted  of  regular  doctors,  or  those  undej 
their  immediate  control. 

34.  Fifty  thousand  dedlars  were  raised  in  the  city  of  Boston,  am 
placed  at  their  disposal,  to  enable  them  to  cleanse  the  city,  and  give  the 
cholera  a  decent  reception. 

:{.">.  While  the  busy  note  of  preparation  was  humming  in  our  ears 
the  cholera  preventives  wen-  spreading. 

:;<;.  Every  dupe  of  these  speculations  was  provided  with  some 
cholera,  nostrums  or  charm.  Men,  women  and  children,  were  provided 
with  a  bag  hung  round  their  necks,  containing  the  wonder-working 
amulet.     The  price  rose  from  ?.">  cents  to  $16  per  lb.  or  si  per  ounce. 

37.  Next  in  order,  in  this  age  of  wonders,  discoveries  and  improve- 
ments, comes    Dr.  Warren's  prescription:    one   gill   of  brandy    and  20C 

drops  of  laudanum,  to  be  swallowed  within  a  short  given  time,  as  a  pre- 
ventive, or  as  a  remedy  in  ease  of  attack,  until  a  doctor  could  be  obtained. 

38.  With  such  a  dose  down  the  neck  of  B  patient,  and  a  good  dose 

of  calomel,  oreven  without  it,  I  should  expect  that  Dr.  Death  could 
quick  dispatch  his  business,  without  any  medical  advice. 

o!».  In  this  way  those  arch  impostors,  whom  the  law  protecteth, 
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have  invented  and  vended  their  preventives  and  remedies,  dealing  out 
the  most  deadly  poisons,  and  rilled  their  pockets  well  with  the  precious 
metal,  gleaning  from  every  one  weak  enough  to  become  a  dupe  to  their 
impositions. 

40.  By  the  spirit  of  this  speculation,  thousands  have  been  frightened, 
until  they  imagined  they  were  seized  with  some  symptom  resembling 
the  deadly  cholera ;  down  went  the  preventives,  and  out  goes  the  body 
of  the  cholera  victim  of  cholera  preventives. 

41.  No  doubt  remains  on  my  mind,  that  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  have  been  paid  by  the  people,  to  purchase  a  dagger  to 
plunge  into  their  own  bosoms. 

42.  Who,  that  honestly  views  the  record  of  facts  here  faithfully  and 
fearlessly  stated,  can  refrain  from  denouncing  these  political  contrivances 
and  medical  speculations,  as  deeds  of  enormity  and  wickedness,  deserv- 
ing to  be  publicly  censured  and  condemned  by  every  honest  man  ? 

43.  Who  would  not  sooner,  risk  himself  with  thunder,  big  guns,  mad 
dogs,  and  earthquakes,  than  swallow  a  gill  of  brandy,  200  drops  of  lau- 
danum, and  60  grains  of  calomel  ? 

44.  If  to  all  this  you  add  bleeding,  syringing  your  veins  with  saline 
composition,  and  a  blister  ten  inches  square  across  your  breast,  who 
could  doubt  whether  the  remedy  or  the  disease  killed  him. 

45.  May  not  this  statement  suffice  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  any  man 
who  has  ever  examined  into  the  nature  of  things,  and  has  any  just  con- 
ception of  the  cause  of  life  and  motion,  or  the  cause  of  inaction  and  death  ? 

46.  The  learned  ignorance  that  has  brought  the  world  into  this 
condition,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  greatest  plagues  that  ever  infested 
the  earth. 

47.  Let  us  come  to  the  point,  for  truth  will  never  flinch  :    Suppose, 
'  then,  that  every  adult  in  Columbus,  or  any  town  or  city  on  earth,  should, 

at  bed-time  this  night,  take  a  gill  of  brandy  and  two  hundred  drops  of 
laudanum,  would  not  a  large  proportion  of  them  be  dead  before  morn- 
ing, especially  if  they  should  all  be  attended  by  college  doctors,  repeat- 
ing the  dose  ? 

48.  In  such  a  case  wre  should,  at  this  season  of  alarm,  excitement 
and  speculation,  hear  the  Board  of  Health  reporting  that  half  or  two 
thirds  of  the  town  or  city  had  died  of  the  cholera  in  one  night. 

49.  If  my  memory  be  correct,  I  read  an  account,  from  one  of  the 
eastern  cities,  of  three  thousand  who  died  in  one  night,  and  of  thirty 
thousand  more  who  were  taken  sick. 

50.  Can  it  be  thought  an  extravagant  calculation,  that,  in  a  city  of 
such  immense  population,  three  thousand  should  have  taken  some  popu- 
lar cholera  preventive  and  died  ? 

51.  Is  it  not  natural  to  suppose  that  ten  times  as  many,  at  each  a 
season  of  terror  and  distress,  should  take  the  same  remedy,  if  they  only 
had  a  forlorn  hope  that  swallowing  the  medicine  would  prevent  their 
death  ?  At  such  perilous  seasons,  such  hopes  may  often  be  excited ; 
down  goes  the  deadly  drug,  for  drowning  men  will  catch  at  straws. 

52.  Could  this  idea  be  faithfully  proclaimed  in  the  streets  of  Orleans — 
could  those  facts,  and  the  reasonings  thereon,  be  thundered  in  the  ears 
of  the  devoted  inhabitants  of  that  ill-fated  city,  until  they  should  know 
and  understand  the  truth  in  relation  to  their  condition,  I  am  confident 
they  would  refuse  the  schoolmen's  preventives,  and  the  learned  doctors' 
remedies.  The  desolating  angel  would  sheath  his  sword,  and  the  work 
of  death  make  a  solemn  pause ! ! ! 
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53.  Would  disease,  reader,  have  ever  appeared  in  such  a  mortal 
form  in  this  country,  had  not  the  deadly  name  of  cholera  been  intro- 
duced, and  the  preventives  and  the  name  and  the  remedies  all  travelled 
together  ? 

54.  Have  not  thousands  suffered  death  by  doctoring  the  name  in- 
stead of  the  malady  ?  The  same  remedies  have  followed  up  the  name 
from  Asia,  though  Europe  to  America,  with  equally  destructive  ravages*; 
and  should  the  same  articles  or  medicines  he  used  for  the  name  hunger, 
it  would  produce  similar  effects,  withoutregard  to  name,  sex,  or  situation. 

55.  Thus  have  I  given  my  reader  some  genera]  outlines  of  the  cause, 
or,  to  say  the  least,  of  one  of  the  causes;  and  I  honestly  think  1  may 
safely  say,  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  greatest  plagues  that  ever 
visited  mankind. 

56.  The  honest  reader  will  perhaps  inquire,  among  the  many  forms 
of  disease  that  have  appeared  in  our  country,  are  there  none  of  these  dis- 
ordered states  of  men's  bodies,  that  are  not  produced  or  occasioned  by 
such  remedies  or  poison  medicine? 

57.  1  answer  yes.  There  is  the  same  disease,  though  in  a  different 
form,  that  formerly  appeared  in  our  country, — the  scarlet  fever,  spotted 
fever,  yellow  fever,  and  cold  plague,  are  limbs  and  members  of  the  same 
body,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  personify  disease. 

58.  The  doctrine  of  transmigration  will  apply  much  better  to  the 
various  forms  of  disease  in  human  bodies — much  more  philosophically, 
than  the  Pythagorean  doctrine  of  the  transmigration  of  souls. 

59.  The  yellow  fever  and  dysentery  of  1806,  transmigrated  into  the 
spotted  fever  in  1810, — into  cold  plague  in  1816;  and  the  terrifying  ghost 
now  walks  a  cholera  spectre  through  the  country. 

60.  The  same  disease,  whatever  livery  it  wears — the  same  demon, 
in  whatever  shape  be  appears,  and  the  same  poisons,  have  been  given  for 

the  relief  and  euro  ofthe  afflicted. 

61.  The  unity  of  the  disease  is  evident;  that  some  remedies  that 
excite  and  support  the  powers  of  life,  remove  disease  and  restore  health 
in  the  one  case,  has  Uniformly  succeeded  in  all  other  cases  when  used 
in  time  anil  faithfully  attended — as  certain  as  the  mineral  poisons  have 
made  quick  work,  dispatched  the  patient,  and  sent  him  to  his  grave. 

62.  The  preceding  summer,  spring  and  fall,  like  the  same  seasons 
in  the  years  1806,  '15  and  'l(i,  has  been  remarkable  for  the  chilly  state  of 
the  atmosphere  and  the  deficiency  ofthe  summer  crops,  particularly 
Indian  corn. 

63.  The  peculiar  mortality  of  some  seasons  seems  to  be  augmented, 
by  sudden  and  excessive  transitions  or  fluctuations  from  heat  to  cold, 
and  from  cold  tO  heat. 

64.  It  will  be  readily  recollected  that  the  preceding  winter  com- 
menced eariy  in  the  fall  of  183L  The  air  was  cold  and  chilly  until  late  in 
the  season, the  last  summer.  The  cold  and  chilly  weather  was  protracted 
beyond  the  usual  period — all  nature  appeared  to  feel  the  impression. 

<;."».  The  heat  of  animal  bodies  were  subject  to  the  peculiar  influ- 
ences these  circumstances  were  calculated  to  produce;  the  natural  or 
vital  beat  was  diminished  some  degrees  below  the  healthy  point,  consid- 
ering the  time  of  the  year,  when  the  wintry,  cold  and  chilly  blasts  were 
intruding  on  the  warmth  of  summer. 

66.  The  heat  of  summer  came  on  suddenly,  and  the  weather  be- 
came rapidly  and  intensely  hot.    The  inward  heat  of  men's  bodies  could 
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iot  rise  in  proportion  to  the  external  heat ;  they  had  not  time  to  take  in, 
ake  up  and  absorb,  the  caloric  or  heating  principle  from  the  atmospheric 
lir  they  used  for  respiration.  The  stream  was  too  low ;  it  fell  nearly  to  a 
evel  with  the  degree  of  external  heat.  The  prevalence  of  disease  was 
he  consequence.  Equalization  inwardly  and  outwardly  would  have 
n  any  case  produced  dissolution.  This  was  the  state  of  all  who  died — 
his  was  death  ! ! ! — It  is,  and  will  be  death,  wherever  it  occurs.  It  re- 
sembles a  stream  rising  too  fast  for  the  fountain/  It  makes  back  water 
is  it  were  on  the  wheels  of  animal  life  and  motion,  and  they  wallow  and 
abor  hard,  when  the  stream  rises  almost  to  a  level  with  the  fountains : 
his  must  always  be  the  case. 

67.  Somewhat  similar  to  this  is  the  physical  condition  of  the  animal 
jody  of  man,  when  the  inward  heat  is  diminished  below  the  zero  of  that 
;cale  by  which  health  is  graduated,  and  the  heat  of  the  day  or  atmo- 
ipheric  air  about  equal  to  that  of  the  body ;  then  the  body  suffers  the 
nconveniencet>f  cold,  in  proportion  to  the  loss  of  inward  heat,  and  when 
hese  become  equal  the  body  dies. 

68.  A  patient  approaching  this  condition,  and  nears  it  by  the  power 
)f  medicine  or  force  of  disease,  will  commonly  turn  yellow  on  the  skin, 
md  his  complaint  will  get  the  name  of  yellow  fever.  The  liver  loses 
jower  to  perform  its  functions,  and  the  powers  of  life  run  down,  outward 
teat  having  risen  too  high  for  the  inward. 

69.  We  will  try  and  be  explicit.  When  the  heat  of  the  body  is 
liminished  inside,  and  the  heat  of  the  air  about  equal  to  that  of  the  body, 
he  person  suffers  the  consequence  of  cold,  in  proportion  to  the  loss  of 
nward  heat;  and  when  they  are  equal,  or  come  to  a  level,  they  die.  At 
bis  balance  of  heat  outward  and  inward,  spots  will  often  appear  on  the 
skin  ;  the  standard  or  scale  of  life  is  correct  in  itself,  but  the  balance  of  the 
>owers  of  life,  which  are  graduated  by  it,  suffer  derangement  from  their 
latural  and  regular  order. 

70.  This  form  of  disease,  this  state  of  the  balance  of  power  between 
xitward  and  inward  cold,  is  called  spotted  fever,  cold  plague,  &c.  And, 
Sirs,  cholera  is  the  same  thing,  whether  it  be  occasioned  by  a  balance  of 
leat  inside,  reduced  or  reducing  to  an  equilibrium,  or  equal  degree  out- 
wardly, or  of  the  outside  ;  or  whether  it  be  a  balance  of  outward  cold, 
mlanced  with  the  inward. 

71.  Whenever  heat  and  cold  equilibriate,  or  cold  and  heat  come 
;o  a  level  inwardly  and  outwardly,  or  outwardly  and  inwardly,  cessation 
)f  all  animal  warmth  and  motion  ensues :  these  are  proper  evidences 
md  attributes  of  life  ;  yea,  the  essential  properties  of  life  itself.  These 
constitute  that  in  which  animal  life  eminently  consists,  and  without 
which  man's  body  does  not,  cannot  live,  or  be  alive ;  when  motion  ceas- 
3th  and  heat  is  extinct,  this  state  is  death. 

72.  It  is  immaterial,  in  relation  to  the  certain  result,  whether  the 
jalance  or  equilibriations  of  power  takes  place  by  raising  the  stream  to 
i  level  with  the  fountain,  or  by  lowering  the  fountain  to  a  level  with  the 
stream. 

73.  Take  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tide  waters  of  the  sea  for 
illustration :  no  matter  whether  it  be  high  water  slack,  or  low  water 
slack  ;  when  it  is  slack,  it  is  slack — it  is  quiet,  it  does  not  flow  one  way 
ior  another.     This  is  an  emblem  of  the  state  of  death. 

71.  There  is  in  the  living,  human  animal  body,  a  certain  degree,  cir- 
cumstance or  condition  of  heat,  accompanied  with  motion,  which  con- 
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stitutes  and  distinguishes  tlie  living  Mate.  Without  caloric,  in  a  moving 
state  or  capacity  <>f  mobility,  there  is  do  animalization  or  powers  of  ani- 
mal life. 

7.').  A  state  of  inaction,  and  extinction  or  depression  of  that  d 
and  condition  of  the  caloric,  or  principle  of  heat  Lathe  livings 
constitutes  a  state  of  death.    Thh  i>  a  correct  definition  of  death  itself. 

76.  In  tlio  living  state  of  warmth  and  action,  when  die  animal  ma- 
chine is  in  operation,  muscular  motions  and   the   whole  vascular 

are  excited,  dilated,  expanded,  and  the  Mood  and  all  the  circulating  juices 
propelled  along  their  respective  channels.  The  air,  blood,  and  watery 
fluids,  are  rarefied  and  expanded,  and  so  dilate  and  stimulate  their  con- 
taining vessels,  and  maintain  the  power  of  life,  or  support  and  keep  up 
the  living  state,  or  animalized  condition  of  man's  body. 

77.  A  state:  of  collapse,  in  yellow  fever,  cold  plague,  or  choli 

like  the  slack  water  condition   of  the   ocean   tide  we   just  hinted  at.     In 

whatever  form  disease  appears,  or  whatever  shape  it  wears,  or  whateve 

name  the  doctor  may  give  il,  it  is  all  in  reality  the  same  thing — th 
state  or  condition  of  the  animal  body. 

?s.  The  state  of  collapse  is  resembled  in  or  by  the  condition  of  a 
drowning  person,  reduced  to  that  state  or  degree  of  vital  coolness  and 

depression,  that  the  fire  or  heat  of  life  begins  to  he  extinguished,  or  is 
going  out,  and  action  and  all  capacity  of  action  beginning  to  ce. 

7!'.  In  a  drowning  man,  as  the  heat  begins  to  become  partiallj  ex- 
tinct, there  is  so  little  of  ii  remaining  in  the  drowning  body,  the  lungB 
collapse— they  expand  with  difficulty.    With  such  a  depression  of  weigl 
and  cold  upon  them,  they  can  no  longer  expand — no  longer  execute  their 
regular  functions, 

80.  In  many  cases  of  yellow  fever,  cold  plague  and  cholera  collapse, 

it  is  not  in  the  power  of  medicine,  or  all  the  means  of  art,  to  kindle  ami 
rouse  the  principle,  or  principles  of  heat  and  motion,  sufficient  to  expand 
the;  lungs,  and  play  the  fountain  pump  of  life  with  sufficient  force  to 
continue  the  state  of  animali/ation. 

HI.    In  such   cases  the  walls  of  the  lungs,  the  sides  of  the   \ 

through  the  vascular  system  collapse,  or  begin  to  close  and  fall  together, 

like  the  sides  of  an  exhausted  wind  bellows,  or  a  bag  emptied  of  its  con- 
tents ;  action  ceases  and  the  patient  dies,  or  rather  more  correctly  we  say. 
lie  is  dead  ! 

82.  In  all  these  cases  of  plague,  liver,  or  drowning,  the  state  or 
condition  of  collapse  is  essentially  the  same  ;  the  lire,  or  heat,  or  power 

of  life— beat  and  motion,  outward  and  inward  becoming  equal,  or  ap- 
proaching a  state  of  equilibrium,  in  either  and  every  case,  the  patient 
should  he  shielded  from  the  weight  and  depression  of  a  cold  atmosphere, 
with  which  he  may  he  surrounded. 

83.  This  may  best  lie  effected  by  the  vapour  bath,  vulgarly  called 
steaming,  by  placing  the  patient  in  a  Convenient  box,  or  wrapping  him 
in  blankets,  and  applying  the  steam,  as  we, Steam  doctors,  frequently  and 
most  commonly  do. 

HI.  Cases  of  extreme  weakness  and  cases  of  collapse  are  of  this 

class.  The  patient  may  he  placed  in  he. I.  and  hot  stones  or  brick.-, 
dipped  in  hot  water  or  vinegar,  all  hot  and  steaming,  may  be  applied 
to  the  t'eet,  hand-,  hack,  and  stomach  or  bowels,  at  discretion. 

85.  J 1 1  my  Introduction  to  the  New  Guide  to  Health,  [have  re- 
marked, ami  here  request,  that,  '-in  all  cases  where  the  heat  of  tie 
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is  so  tar  exhausted  as  not  to  bo  rekindled  by  using  the  medicine,  and 
being  shielded  by  a  blanket,  from  the  surrounding  air,  or  by  behlg  in  bed, 
and  chills  or  stupor  attend  the  patient,  then,  heat  applied  by  steaming 
iiecomes  indispensably  necessary."  The  heat  by  steam  should  always 
be  raised  gradually,  not  suddenly.  "  If  the  outward  heat  be  raised  too 
suddenly,  so  as  to  balance  the  inward,  "  you  will  be  disappointed,  even 
when  a  prospect  of  success  flatters  your  expectations.  What  I  have 
written  on  the  subject  should  be  minutely  and  faithfully  attended  to. 

8fi.  This  course  should  be  persisted  in  until  you  can,  by  warming, 
stimulating  medicines,  rouse,  blow  up,  or  kindle  the  latent  spark  of  ling- 
ering life,  arrest  its  departure,  or  kindle  up  heat  enough  to  expand  the 
lungs  and  keep  up  the  motions  of  animalization. 

87.  These  may  be  administered  as  prescribed  in  my  New  Guide, 
both  inwardly  by  the  mouth,  or  by  injections  well  applied,  which  are 
almost  always  useful,  often  indispensable,  and  never  injurious,  if  pru- 
dently  administered. 

88.  In  this  way  I  have  been  successful — my  course  has  been  easy, 
.  and  comibrtable  to  the  sick.     No  means  have  ever  done  as  well 

within  the  present  knowledge  of  man.  So  long  as  my  system  can  sus- 
hi this  character,  in  defiance  of  all  opposition,  whatever  other  discov- 
sries  1  may  make,  1  can  find  no  reason  for  setting  aside,  reforming  or 
improving,  my  former  discoveries.  This  would  be  to  abandon  a  cer- 
tainty for  an  uncertainty.  This  would  be  to  abandon  a  good  harbor 
when  we  are  safely  anchored,  and  venturing  on  that  wide,  dark,  and 
stormy  ocean,  without  pilot,  helm  or  compass,  where  the  bewildering 
philosophy  of  four  thousand  years  has  driven  millions,  on  the  tumultuous 
billows  of  learned  ignorance,  down  to  the  land  of  silence,  in  the  shades 
of  death. 

89.  Situated  as  I  am,  should  I  raise  or  join  the  cry  of  reformation, 
the  wise  and  prudent  patrons  of  the  cause  would  certainly  conclude  1 
must  be  a  mad  man  or  a  fool ! ! 

^  90.  Those  worthy  and  respectable  gentlemen  among  the  regular 
Faculty,  who  love  the  truth  for  truth's  sake,  will  readily  excuse  the 
seeming  severity  of  my  remarks,  which  are  intended  only  for  those  igno- 
rant, stupid  collegian  members  of  the  profession,  who  take  all  their 
knowledge  upon  trust,  and  condemn,  unheard  and  unexamined,  whatever 
may  contradict  the  prejudices  of  an  erroneous  education. 

91.  To  the  candid,  honest,  worthy  inquirer  after  genuine  knowl- 
edge, who  will  heartily  receive  the  truth,  the  author  tenders  the  sincere 
homage  and  respectful  consideration,  ever  due  to  judicious,  impartial  and 
upright  citizens,  of  every  name  and  condition,  wherever  these  presents 
may  come  greeting. 


CURE  OF  CHOLERA  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Marcus  T.  C.  Gould,  tl»e 
celebrated  Stenographer,  to  Elder  Frederick  Plummer,  dated  Septem- 
ber 7th,  1832.  l 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  a  moment,  to  a  recent 
triumph  of  the  Thomsonian  practice,  in  a  case  of  a  most  alarming  attack 
of  cholera.  A  highly  respectable  member  of  the  Friend's  Society, 
near  seventy  years  of  age,  between  the  hours  of  one  and  two  at  night, 
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u.i-  violently  seized  •  the  family  and  all  present  were  much  alarmed. 
Having  done  every  thing  that  sympathy  and  the  emergency  of  the  case 
could  suggest,  apparently  to  no  good  effect,  they  were  querying  in  their 
minds  whether  to  send,  it  number  of  miles,  for  their  family  physician,  or 
to  submit  their  case  to  a  supposed  quack,  viz:  our  worthy  friend,  Elder 
•Jesse  Thompson. 

The  good  old  patriarch  was  wreathing  and  tossing  in  the  greatest 
agony,  unable  to  Sit,  lie,  or  stand,  with  any  composure,  or  even  to  draw 
a  long  breath  unaccompanied  by  hiccough  or  distressful  groans,  which 
threatened  each  time  to  be  his  last,  in  consequence  of  the  violent  spas- 
modic cramp  in  the  stomach,  and  other  attendant  symptoms,  usually 
accounted  fatal  in  this  terrible  disease. 

I  lis  stomach  and  how  els  had  been  considerably  deranged  for  a  num- 
ber  of  days,  or  we  may  say,  even  weeks.    The  day  preceding  the  attack, 

he  had  been  much  fatigued  in  the  heat  of  the  sun.  He  was  folly  appre- 
hensive of  his  danger ;  but,  confiding  in  the  protection  of  his  heavenly 
Father,  he  coolly  resigned  himself  to  the  directions  and  prescriptions  of 
our  Thomsonian  friend,  remarking  at  Che  time,  that  be  hoped  that  through 
the  " instrumentality  of  this  stranger,  a  miracle  might  be  wrought,  for 
the  good  of  the  people.1'  To  the;  great  joy  of  all  present,  he  soon  found 
relief  from  every  alarming  symptom.  The  next  day  he  was  seated  at 
the  head  of  his  table,  surrounded  by  his  grateful  family  and  friends,     lie 

and  all  his  household  are  now  firm  believers  iii  the  efficacy  and  superi- 
ority of  his  system  ;  nor  will  their  light  be  hid  under  a  bushel,  but  rather 

be  elevated  to  shine  forth  as  a  beacon  on  a  hill,  to  enhirhten  multitudes 
around  them,  many  of  whom  are  already  inquiring,  "  What  shall  we  do 
to  be  cured  ?"  To  them,  this  answer  is  given  :  "  Buy  a  Right, get  medi- 
cine from  your  own  fields,  and  doctor  yourselves." 

Tin'  above  letter  was  read  by  Elder  Plummer,  a  few  miles  from 
Philadelphia,  to  an  assemblage   of  near  two  thousand   persons.     At  the 

close  of  it,  Virgil  Echeas,  the  worthy  patriarch  himself,  took  the  stand 
and  said,  "I  am  the  man  here  intended,  and  what  has  been  stated  is 
substantially  true.'' 


[from   THE  THOMSONIAN   rf.corder.] 

C  11  O  L  E  I!  A    A  T   M  AYSVILLE. 

Let  the  sons  and  daughters  of  humanity  rejoice.— Let  a  greedy,  ava- 
ricious, conceited,  vanity-stricken  pacuxty  stand  aghast  and  wonder! 
Ye  tied  ingloriously  !  The  destroying  Angel  passed  through  your  once 
joyous  city,  spreading  devastation," death  and  mourning, as  he  flew;  but 

the  graduated  M.  D.'S  escaped  for  their  lives.  Are  these  the  men  to 
censure  and  condemn  the  steam  doctor,  and  his  remedies,  by  which  such 
multitudes  have  ben  Themsonked  back  from  the  verge  of  the  grave  r 
Will  ye  malignantly  tear  from  the  brow  of  the  meritorious  and  triumph- 
ant conqueror  of  pestilence,  the  laurels  that  ye  are  not  entitled  to  Wear? 
Kind  Heaven!  deliver  us  from  wicked  and  unreasonable  men!  The 
Thomsonian   practice   has  every   where   succeeded    to    admiration,  and 

distanced  all  opposition,  wherever  opportunity  has  offered  faithfully  to 

test  its  value.  The  faculty  feel  themselves  degraded,  and  they  hate  the 
name  of  Thomson.     To  mention  in  their  hearing  the  marvellous  cures 
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effected  by  Thomsonian  remedies,  provokes  a  sneer,  and  often  a  kind  of 
monkey  grin,  in  which  there  is  nothing  worthy  of  attention  but  the  con- 
summate insolence  and  impudence  intended  to  be  expressed. 

"What!  shall  we,  learned  doctors,  with  our  Diplomas  from  under 
the  hands  of  learned  professors,  be  compelled  to  take  to  our  heels  and 
fly  before  the  cholera,  like  criminals  attempting  to  elude  the  pursuit  of 
the  civil  officer?  And  shall  these  patented  Thomsonians  be  allowed, 
with  their  steam,  their  lobelia,  their  cayenne,  their  No.  (i,  their  nerve 
powder  and  their  cholera  syrup,  to  huddle  and  drive  us  from  town  and 
city;  and,  with  plebeian  skill,  filch  from  our  mouths  our  daily  bread? 
What!  strip  us  of  our  honor?  Rouse!  Esculapians,  rouse !  Come  on, 
brothers  of  the  lancet,  calomel  and  tartar !  You  had  better  die,  [says 
the  mercurial  veteran]  than  live  thus  ingloriously  and  ignominiously 
disgraced."  These  are  the  ravings  of  Dr.  HynRANGiRus,  a  learned  pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica,  clinical  practice,  chemistry,  mathematics,  and 
kitchen  economy. 

How  long  will  the  people  be  blinded  ?  Who  is  so  obstinate  that  he 
will  not  be  convinced  by  the  joint  testimony  of  thousands  ?  The  regular 
college  doctors,  adhering  to  their  mineral  remedies,  are  every  where  unfor- 
tunate. Instead  of  facing  the  enemy,  like  men  having  confidence  in 
their  learned  skill,  they  have  turned  their  backs  upon  the  destroyer. 
From  the  "Louisville  Price  Current,"  we  here  copy  an  extract  of  a  let- 
ter, which  the  editor  of  said  paper  asserts  was  written  by  a  highly 
respectable  PHYSICIAN  ^Sft  of  Maysville,  dated — 

Maysville,  (Sunday)  June  2,  1833. 

"  Maysville  has  been  visited  with  a  most  awfid  scourge.  Cholera 
never  prevailed  so  bad  in  any  place  that  I  have  had  any  account  of.  All 
that  have  been  taken  have  died  !  ^JJ$  Almost  every  body  has  left  the 
city.     No  store  or  house  of  business  lias  been  open  for  several  days. 

QJ^'All  the  doctors  are  gone  !  4=J^)  We  [Doctors]  have  no 
inducement  to  stay  !"  "  We  cannot  control  the  disease !"  <=£J)  "This 
disease,"  adds  the  doctor,  "  is  also  prevailing  to  some  extent  in  Harrison, 
Scott,  and  Bourbon  Counties."  We  will  now  present  our  readers  with 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  our  venerable,  intelligent,  wealthy,  and  very 
respectable  friend,  Dr.  Nathan  Hixson.  True,  he  has  on  a  former  occa- 
sion declined  the  title  of  Doctor ;  but  we  move,  that,  as  a  token  of 
respect  due  to  his  character  and  standing  as  a  physician  in  the  treatment 
of  cholera  in  his  vicinity,  a  grateful  community  confer  on  him  the  diplo- 
matic title  of  Thomsonian  Doctor.  The  communication  alluded  to  is 
dated, — 

Maysville,  June  23,  1833. 
To  Messrs.  Jarvis  Pike,  &  Co. 

Gentlemen, — I  presume,  before  this,  you  have  heard  of  the 
severe  visitation  of  our  city  by  the  cholera.  I  presume  you  may  also 
possibly  have  heard  something  of  the  good  success  of  the  Thomsonian 
system,  or  method  of  treatment.  Such  things  are  frequently  misrepre- 
sented. For  the  most  part,  facts  will  be  overrated  by  friends,  and  greatly 
undervalued  by  opponents. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  forwarding  to  you  a  few  copies  of  a  communi- 
cation I  had  published  in  the  Monitor  of  this  week. 

This  story  of  mine  has  been  told  in  great  haste.  I  have  not  had 
time  and  leisure  to  draw  up  a  very  minute  and  accurate  report.     If  I 
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had  both  time  and  leisure,  I  have  not  the  tact  nor  talent  in  medical  mat- 
tera  that  might  1m  expected  from  a  Doctor.    [  think  a  report  made  out 

by  me,  as  skilfully  and  cautiously  Bfl  my  best  abilities  would  enable  me 
to  (hi  it,  would,  after  all  my  attention,  bear  some  resemblance  to  a  "cat 
in  a  strange  garret." 

Put  me  in  a  flour  mill,  a  paper  mill,  or  a  steam  engine,  and  I  can 
match  ball" a  dozen  of  the  best  doctors  (so  called)  in  this  city.  It  is  also 
said,  that  if  I  be  placed  at  the  bed  side  of  a  cholera  patient,  I  cast  them 
back  quite  into  the  shade.  But,  gentlemen,  when  medical  reports  are 
wanted,  I  make  no  pretension  to  any  skill  in  pathology,  or  in  the  cobweb 
theories  of  disease,  that  BO  much  divide  and  distract  the  learned  world. 

I  cheerfully  surrender  the  palm  to  my  competitors  on  this  ground:  not 
that  I  know  any  thing  less  of  the  cholera,  as  a  dJHBatB,  but  I  have  paid 
less  attention  to  their  fanciful  doctrines  and  their  peculiar,  whimsical 
technicalities  of  medical  science,  as  taught  in  the  schools. 

It  is  probable  that  you  are  aware  that  I  have  never  before  attempted 
any  thing  like  holding  myself  up  as  a  medical  practitioner.  When  the 
disease  first  broke  out  in  this  city,  I  had  a  few  medicines  on  hand,  pro- 
vided for  family  use;  I  tried  them  first  on  my  friends.  The  printed 
communication  which  I  have  forwarded  to  you  will  give  you  more  ex- 
tensive information  in  relation  to  the  sesult,  than  1  can  now  find  leisure 
to  communicate.  You  will  understand  that  we  had  eight  or  ten  regular 
physicians  in  the  city.  They  have  treated  me,  through  the  whole  scene, 
as  "the  faculty  have  every  where  treated  successful  Tbomsonians.  With 
the  exception  of  being  a  Thomsonian,  I  sustained  a  reputation  as  a  man 
of  business,  and  as  a  professor  of  Christianity,  which  was  as  well  estab- 
lished as  the  medical  standing  of  either  of  them  was. 

To  this  ungentlemanly  kind  of  conduct  there  were  some  exceptions, 
but  a  majority  of  them  treated  me  as  one  whom  they  accounted  an 
intruder  and  usurper  of  some  exclusive  rights  and  privileges  of  theirs.  1 
frequently  stepped  in  to  see  their  patients,  as  1  was  visiting  my  own,  and 
passing  by.  I  had  a  desire  to  see  and  know  for  myself  what  their  suc- 
cess was.  You  may  be  sure  I  was  received  with  great  marks  of  cold- 
ness. But  enough  of  all  this;  the  fact  is,  they  treated  me  just  as  the 
regular  faculty  are,  accustomed  to  treat  us  quacks;  yes,  just  as  they 
should  treat  us  in  order  to  put  themselves  down,  and  to  fully  establish 

our  system.  _       .      . 

I  am  informed  that  the  faculty  intend  to  contest  every  tact  that  1 
have  stated  in  my  publication.  1  sincerely  dislike  the  feelings  that  are 
Bonerally, excited  in  BUCh  an  unpleasant  controversy,  but  as  tor  the  re- 
sult, I  anticipate,  with  the  firmest  expectation,  a  most  glorious  triumph. 

At  the  commencement  I  had  not  any  thoughts  oi  practising,  as  1 
afterwards  had  to  do,  for  I  saw  no  way  that  I  could  avoid  it  For  the 
three  last  weeks  I  think  I  have  bad  nearly  three  fourths  of  all  the  medi- 
cal practice,  in  cholera,  scarlet  fever.  &C  that  has  prevailed  m  the  City, 
[f  the  regular  doctors  will  only  contrive  how  to  put  themselves  down  a 
little  lower,  1  shall  be  compelled  to  open  a  shop  and  obtain  gj^8^""' 

We  have  read,  with  deep  attention,  Da.  HlXSOir'fl  communication, 
and  also  the  subjoined  publication.  It  appears  that  such  is  the  human,  y 
iml  benevolent  feelings  of  the  faculty,  that  they  prefer  to  see  the  world 

"  „•'  around   then,   in   multitudes,  secundum  arttm,   rather  than  to  see 
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them  rationally  cured  on  a  plan  congenial  to  that  good,  common  sense, 
which  but  few  of  our  learned  professors  have  courage  to  pursue. 

As  for  the  truth  of  Dr.  Hixson's  statement,  we  should  be  astonished 
at  the  mere  whimper  of  contradiction.  Friends  and  foes  have  long  vene- 
rated his  veracity.  The  faculty  are  touched  in  a  tender  spot.  Their 
indignation  is  merciless. 

It  serves  to  show  how  deeply  their  pride  is  wounded,  and  to  expose 
the  malevolence  of  retarded  ambition.  The  people  must  be  measurably 
acquainted  with  the  great  leading  facts.  They  will  arbitrate  the  cause. 
Still  the  multitude  are  not  leaders,  but  they  are  the  led.  They  will  look 
up  to  those  whom  they  esteem  learned,  with  a  kind  of  superstitious 
homage  and  veneration.  But  we  contend  :  1.  That  the  regular  faculty 
were  remarkably  unsuccessful  in  the  treatment  of  the  cholera,  and  nearly 
half  of  their  cholera  patients  died. 

2.  We  contend  that  all,  or  nearly  all  of  the  regular  doctors  in  the  city 
abandoned  the  sick,  and,  despairing  of  success,  they  escaped  for  their  lives. 

3.  We  contend  that  their  wisdom  was  confounded,  their  skill  baffled, 
and  all  their  medical,  surgical,  and  anatomical  knowledge  was  of  no 
avail.  It  gave  neither  moral,  intellectual,  nor  physical  courage  ;  and  fur- 
nished no  security  against  the  ravages  of  the  overflowing,  desolating 
scourge.  Mark  tlie  testimony  of  one  of  the  most  reputable  of  the  faculty 
in  that  devoted  city  :  "  All  the  doctors  are  gone  !"  "  We  have  no  induce- 
ment to  stay !"  "  We  cannot  control  the  disease !"  Have  medical  col- 
leges and  universities  agreed  to  take  the  responsibility  of  such  a  dishon- 
orable and  inglorious  retreat  upon  themselves?  If  not,  how  shall  these 
deserters  pacify  the  public  mind — hush  the  spirit  of  inquiry — and  raise 
the  wind  to  blow  away  the  reproach  that  gathers  around  them  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  behold  Dr.  Hixson,  with  his  Thomsonian  medi- 
cine, like  the  poor  wise  man,  who  saved  a  city  before  him,  shall  be  for- 
gotten. Will  the  faculty  continue  to  recommend  their  deadly  drugs, 
their  mercury,  opium,  and  long  list  of  poisonous  medicines,  that  have 
been  so  extensively  fatal ;  and  will  the  people  continue  stupidly  to 
follow  them  ? 

Could  some  one  of  the  Regular  Faculty  have  been  as  fortunate 
as  Dr.  Hixson  ;  that  is,  had  he  cured  as  many,  as  easily,  and  as 
promptly,  would  he  not  have  been  venerated  even  by  his  envious  breth- 
ren ?  Would  he  not  have  been  a  candidate  for  some  new  college  honors  ? 
Might  he  not  have  anticipated  advancement  from  M.  D.  to  L.  L.  D.,  and 
to  have  become  an  honorary  member  of  all  the  most  popular,  litei-ary, 
and  benevolent  institutions,  that  distinguish  the  present  age  of  the  world  ? 

Amidst  the  follies,  delusions,  prejudices,  and  blind  superstitions  of 
our  day,  we  have  this  consolation,  that  the  Thomsonian  System  is 
advancing  with  firm  and  steady  step.  We  anticipate  the  period  when 
the  knowledge  of  the  principles  that  govern  his  practice  shall  fill  the 
habitable  world,  as  completely  and  entirely  as  the  mighty  waters  cover 
the  wide  bosom  of  the  great  deep  ! 

Nathan  Hixson's  Treatment  of  Cholera,  in  Maysville,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  Monitor,  June  20,  1833. 

Messrs.  Editors: — I  have  been  solicited,  by  many  of  my  friends, 
to  draw  up  and  publish  a  minute  report  of  all  cholera  cases  for  which 
I  have  prescribed,  and  those  which  I  have  attended  since  the  disease 
visited  our  city  in  the  last  week  of  May. 
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They  have  urged  that  I  am  hound  to  do  this,  not  so  much  to  boast 
of  my  unexampled  success  in  coring  this  truly  spelling  disease,  where  it 
appeared  to  resist  ;ill  other  remedies;  but  that  [  am  bound  to  do  it  for 

the  benefit  and  relief  of  home  of  our  friends  and  fellow  citizens  who 
have  tied  to  the  country,  and  who,  through  fear  of  certain  death,  should 
they  he  attacked,  are  still  flying  from  farm  to  farm,  or  from  village 
to  village,  as  the  disease-  appears  to  pursue  them.  They  further  urge 
that  others  are  endangering  their  lives  by  relying  on  remedies  less 
efficient — remedies  which  have  not  saved  one  in  ten,  when  fairly  tried 
in  the  hands  of  the  most  skilful  ;  while  my  remedies,  of  which  they  ap- 
pear ignorant,  have  not  failed  on  one  in  ten,  when  applied  strictly  accord- 
ing to  my  directions.  It  is  not  the  cause  of  our  friends  and  fellow  citi- 
zens only,  but  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity  at  large,  wbicb  is  urged 
in  favor  of  such  a  publication.  They  say,  look  at  Flemingsburg !  Look 
at  Lexington ! ! 

As  further  inducement  to  make-  this  publication,  if  inducement  could 
be  wanting,  I  have  been  informed  that  there  are  some  quite  respectable 
.in.)  influential  individuals,  not  only  engaged  in  telling  many  strange  and 

ridiculous  stones  about  my  practice — my  steaming  and  my  burning  folks 
n/>,  hut  they  have  also  boldly  asserted  that  1  have  not  cured  a  case  of 
cholera  in  iMaysville,  and  this,  too,  only  a  few  miles  distant  from  the 
scores  of  living  witnesses  now  in  the  city,  ready  to  testify  to  the  two 
important  facts  at  issue — that  they  have  had  the  cholera,  and  that  .Nathan 
HiXSOn  or  his  prescriptions  have  cured  them. 

We  might  suppose,  that,  at  a  time  like  this,  men  who,  through  fear 

of  death,  could  lend  a  deaf  ear  to  all  the  cries  of  charity  and  suffering 

humanity— nor  once  think  of  feeding  the-  hungry,  nursing  die  sick,  or 
burying  the  dead,  until  they  arrived  at  some  cool  shade  or  healthy  coun- 
try seat,  would  feel  more  like  preparing  to  "give  (in  account  for  the  deeds 
done  in  the  body,"  or  more   like   reflecting  what  shall   he  the  portion  I  I 

-him  who  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie,"  than  like  fabricating  and  circulating 

reports  to  injure  an  individual  engaged  as  I  have  been  for  the  last  three 
weeks;  or,  worse  still,  ill  trying  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  people 

against,  and  prevent  them  from  resorting  to,  such  cholera  remediesas 

are  calculated  to  save  their  lives.  Had  nine  out  of  every  ten  in  1  lem- 
iofrsburs  been  saved— how  different,  how  limited,  would  have  been  the 
scenes  of  mourning.      Had  nine  out  of  every  ten  1  have  been  called  to 

attend  fallen— how  different,  how  mournful,  would  have  been  the  circle 
in  which    I   have    practised  ;   and    how  many  mournful    countenances 

would  I  meet  where  now  are  smiling  faces. 

Why  did  not  these  gentlemen   lav  hold  of   my  remedies,  ami  fly  to 

Flerainmburg,  and  do  for  suffering  humanity  there,  what  has  been 

.lone  her.-'-   '  L  withheld  mv  medicines  and  prescriptions  Iron,  no  man. 
and  thev  wanted  neither  the  hand  nor  the  head  of  a  doctor  to  give  them 
efficacy.    They  owe  mam  obligations  to  the..-  fellows,  to  their  country 
and  their  God,  which  it  would  he  quite  as  honorable  lor  them  to  ei .. 
in.  as  the  work  of  detraction  and  slander. 

But  enough— we  plead  not  these  apologies  nor  any  others  tor  the 
publication  we  now  oiler  through  your  paper.  We  regret  that  we  have 
not  tune  to  write  out  such  a  report  as  is  requested  ;  hut  we  w.ll  en, I.  avor 
to  give  such  facts  as  will  satisfy  the  most  sceptical  that  our  remedies  are 
nofonlv  simple  and  safe,  hut  efficient. 

Our  Medicines  are  all  simple  and  innocent-they  can  be  used  with 
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safety  on  all  ages  and  sexes.  There  is  not  a  mineral  nor  a  poison  among 
them.  They  all  belong  to  the  Thomsonian  System — that  System  of 
Medicine,  which,  by  its  astonishing  cures,  is  bearing  down  the  prejudices, 
and  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  people,  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and 
from  Michigan  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

In  confirmation  of  the  preceding  statement,  the  following  private  letter 
is  here  subjoined,  completely  refuting  all  the  silly  speeches  made  by  the 
physicians  of  this  city,  and  others,  who  snccringly  ask,  "Why  do  not  the 
Thomsonians  cure  the  Cholera  at  the  West?"  Other  accounts  from  the 
West  all  concur  in  declaring  the  Thomsonian  remedies  to  excel  all 
others  in  the  cure  of  Cholera. 

From  a  Correspondent,  to  the  Editors  of  the  Thomsonian  Recorder. 
The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mrs.  D.  Arms,  of  the  city  of 
Maysville,  (Ky.)  of  recent  date,  addressed  to  her  twin  sister,  Mrs.  N.  Wiles, 
of  Lebanan,  Ohio.  She  gives  an  account  of  the  ravages  of  the  <  'holera  in 
that  city,  and  of  the  remarkable  success  of  the  Thomsonian  remedies,  in 
preventing  and  curing  that  destructive  malady.  By  the  indulgence  of 
this  friendly  sister,  I  have  made  the  following  extract  from  this  \ery 
interesting  letter,  and  promptly  forward  it  to  you. 

Maysville,  June  8,  1833. 

"My  Dear  Sister: — 'Believing  that  you  must  feel  great  concern 
for  us  at  this  time  of  general  distress,  I  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  incumbent  on 
me  (as  the  Lord  has  spared  my  life),  to  drop  you  a  few  lines  and  let  you 
know  our  situation  for  the  last  four  or  five  days.  You  must  have  learned 
some  sad  accounts  before  this  time.  The  times  have  been  awful  indeed. 
However,  since  my  return,  there  has  not  been  more  than  five  deaths. 

"  Those  who  have  died  are  colored  persons,  except  one,  who  was  a 
boy  of  seven  years  old.  We  have  more  or  less  cases  occurring  every  day. 

"  Brother  Hixson,  [a  brother  in  the  Church,  who  also  is  a  brother  of 
the  Friendly  Botanic  Fraternity,]  is  doing  wonders  with  the  steam  medi- 
cines. He  has  not  lost  more  than  three  who  were  his  patients.  Two  of 
them  appear  to  have  been  lost  for  want  of  good  nursing ;  the  other  was 
in  a  collapsed  state  before,  the  family  discovered  there  was  any  thing  par- 
ticularly the  matter  with  him.  When  the  family  found  out  his  situation, 
it  was  too  late.  He  lived  only  three  hours  and  a  quarter  after  the  family 
knew  that  he  was  sick.  I  think  I  may  say,  safely,  that  brother  Hixson 
has  administered  means  to  at  least  one  hundred  people,  besides  what  he 
has  done  with  prescriptions  and  medicine,  for  miles  and  miles  round  the 
country,  for  twenty  or  thirty  miles  at  least.  He  makes  what  is  called  his 
cholera  preventive — six  or  seven  gallons  at  a  time,  sometimes  twice  in 
the  course  of  one  day.  This,  when  taken  in  due  time,  the  patient  getting 
warm  into  bed,  with  warm,  dry  bricks  to  his  feet  and  placed  around  him, 
has  relieved  a  great  many.  There  are  also  many  who  have  been  relieved, 
in  this  way,  after  they  have  been  seized  with  the  spasms.  I  have  not 
heard  of  one  of  the  faculty  being  called  upon  since  my  return.  In  fact, 
there  are  none  of  them  in  the  city,  except  it  be  Dr.  Nelson.  He  brought 
his  family  back  a  day  or  two  since.  It  is  said  that  Dr.  C.  will  not  return 
to  reside  here  any  longer ;  that  he  intends  purchasing  a  farm,  and  living 
in  the  countiy  the  rest  of  his  days.    For  one,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
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good  thing  if  they  would  all  come  to  the  same  conclusion.  I  think  they 
will  never  he  of  much  more  account  in  this  city.  The  citizens  have  lost 
all  confidence  in  them.'' 

The  reader  will  please  to  notice  that  the  above  letter  was  written  on 
Saturday.  The  writer  was  attacked  with  Cholera  before  she  had  time 
to  finish  it.  On  tin'  Monday  following,  her  mother,  Mrs.  Sarah  Corvvine, 
closed  the  letter  as  follows: — 

"  You  sec;  Deborah  began  this  lettei  on  Saturday;  it  is  now  Monday. 
On  Saturday,  in  the  afternoon,  she  had  an  attack  of  the  Cholera — she  is 
now  mending,  and  able  to  Ik;  up  part  of  the  time.  We  have  still  some 
cases  every  day  in  this  place." 

I  have  obtained  permission  of  the  lady,  Mrs.  Wiles,  to  whom  the 

above  letter  was  written,  to  forward  the  preceding  extract  for  the  Re- 
corder.    From  my  own  knowledge  of  the  reputation  of  the  writer,  its 

Contents  may  he  confided  in.      She  IS  a  lady  of  the  fust  respectability. 

Now,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  express  my  full  conviction,  that,  if  it 

would    save   the   world   from    sinking,  and  all   the  learned  doctors  from 

begging  their  bread,  they  can  never  present  evidence  of.SUCfa  a  complete 

triumph  over  Cholera,  al  anyplace.     Ml  their  high-toned  pretensions 

cannot  avail  in  this  matter.  In  the  preceding  account  there  is  DOthing 
of  the  boastful  puffing  of  si. me  enthiisiastical  steam  doctor.      No,  Sirs,  it 

i>  the  candid,  unvarnished  story,  the  honest  breathings  of  Mrs.  Arms, 

w  ben  surrounded  with  a  pestilential  cloud  of  i  'holera.  to  her  twin  sister, 
without  even  the  most  distant  idea  that  her  narration  would  ever  be 
spread  before  the  public. 

Yours,  respectfully,  &C.  Wilson  THOMSON. 


CURE  OF  THE   CHOLERA    IN    BOSTPN. 
From  the  Investigator,  of  October,  l^-i'2. 
Ma.  Editor, — 1  wish  you  to  insert  the  following  statements  in  your 

paper;  in  doing  which  you  will  oblige  one,  and  inform  the  public. 

Mrs.  Hutchinson,  my  wife's  sister-in-law,  was  taken  with  the  Cholera, 

in  Elliot  Street,  recently,  and  notwithstanding  she   had   the  best  medical 

attendance, died  in  a  few  hours.     Miss  DebeD,  a  member  of  my  family, 

attended  upon  her  during  her  sickness,  and  was  afterwards  taken  with 
the  Cholera,  a!  my  house,  in  Jefferson  Street.  She  lay  sick  M  hours, 
and  had,  I  should  think,  near  forty  physicians  visit  her  during  that  time. 
Bui  all  was  of  no  avail,  they  could   do  nothing  to  help  her,  anil  she  died. 

the  advice  of  a  friend, 'l  sent  on  Saturday  morning  to  Thompson's 

rmary,  comer  of  Mount  Vernon  and  Charles  Streets,  and  obtained  a 
buttle  of  Cholera  Medicine.  1  showed  the  medicine  to  my  family  phy- 
sician, and,  in   the  presence  ot'  many  witnesses,  be  directed  me  and  my 

family  to  use  this  medicine  in  case  i  was  attacked,  observing  that  the 

physicians  knew  of  no  remedy  for  the   Cholera,  and  could   not   stay  its 

progress  one  moment.  <  >n  Sunday  I  obtained  another  bottle.  On  Mon- 
day one  Of  mi  family  W8S  taken  with  the  Cholera,  full  as  bad  as  any  one 
that  had  died.  About  8  o'clock,  I'.  M.  1  sent  him  to  the  Infirmary, 
where  he  was  relieved  bv  10  o'clock,  had  a  good  night's  rest,  went 
through  a  course  of  medicine  on  Tuesday,  and  weut  to  work  as  usual 
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the  next  dav.  On  Tuesday  evening  another  of  my  family  was  taken  in 
the  same  manner;  upon  which  I  sent  to  Dr.  Thompson,  who,  being  en- 
gaged, sent  some  of  his  medicine  and  directions,  which  relieved  him 
almost  immediately.  ^  • 

This  is  a  plain  statement  of  facts,  and  T  leave  (he  public  to  judge 
which  is  the  best  method  of  treatment— that  of  the  regular  physicians, 
during  which  five  died  in  one  day,  in  Elliot  Street;  or  the  Thomsonian 
System,  by  which  numbers,  taken  in  the  same  manner,  have  been  relieved 
in  the  same  short  time.  Names  will  be  given  by  inquiring  at  Thomp- 
sons Infirmary.  S> 

[The  above  is  the  copy,  or  rather  the  original  draft,  of  an  article 
which  was  sent  to  the  '  New  England  Christian  Herald,'  with  an  assur- 
ance that  it  should  go  in  ;  and,  on  the  strength  of  that  assurance, 
Dr.  B.  Thompson  subscribed  and  paid^  for  the  paper  for  one  year;  hut, 
after  putting  him  oil' from  time  to  time",  under  one  pretence  and  another, 
it  was  utterly  refused,  in  consequence,  as  we  are  informed,  of  that  noto- 
rious Abner  Kneeland  being  connected  with  the  Thomsonian  System. 
So  much  for  curing  people  of  the  Cholera.]  Editor. 


O^r*  We  would  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  Dr.  Benjamin 
Thompson's  Report  of  the  Cholera,  which  was  laid  before  the  Board  of 
Health  soon  after  it  was,  made  out;  but  of  which  they  have  taken  no 
notice,  as  we  can  learn.  We  understand  that  they  report  nothing  but 
deaths.  Why  do  they  not  report  their  cures? — Or,  is  it  because  that 
their  remedy,' like  the  disease,  is  certain  death  ?  How  long  will  it  be  ere 
the  public  will  become  alive  and  aicake  to  these  questions  ?  Ibid. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Boston  : 

Gentlemen, — Having  observed,  in  one  of  the  city  papers  of  Sat- 
urday evening,  that  it  was  the  desire  of  your  Board  that  all  cases  of 
Cholera  occurring  in  the  city  should  be  reported  to  you  by  the  physicians, 
to  enable  you  to  make  out  correct  reports  for  the  public,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  give  you  the  following  cases,  none  of  which  have  been  reported: 

Aug.  7.  Mr.  Greenleaf,  Pinckney  Street,  cured. 

Aug.  10.  Lydia  N.  Brewer,  Allen  Street  (about  70  years  of  age),  cured. 

Aug.  22.  Mary  Ann  Nurse,  Allen  Street,  cured. 

Sept.  18.  Mr.  Baker,  India  Wharf,  cured. 

Sept.  19.  Reuben  Ridley,  Jefferson  Street,  cured. 

Oct.  11.  Simon  Hastings,  La  Fayette  Hotel,  Washington  Street,  cured. 

Oct.  13.  Robert  Griggs,  Pleasant  Street,  cured. 

The  above  cases  are  all  that  I  have  attended  personally  ;  they  were  all 
cured  at  my  Infirmary,  corner  of  Mount  Vernon  and  Charles  Streets,  by 
being  carried  each  through  6ne  course  of  medicine,  under  the  Thomso- 
nian System  of  practice.  There  are  several  other  cases  cured,  where  I 
have  sent  medicine,  which  will  be  given  if  required. 

Benjamin  Thompson. 

N.  B.  I  have  carried  Jive  hundred  patients  through  a  course  of 
medicine,  in  less  than  five  months,  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
patient.  B.  T. 
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PROSPECTUS. 


'I'm  following  has  been  offered  aa  a  I'kospectus,  to  be  laid  before 
the  United  States  Thomsonian  Convention;  and,  through  thai  body, 
should  the  plan  be  adopted,  to  be  presented  to  all  the  Legislature  9  in  the 
United  States,  or  of  each  Stair  respectively;  by  which,  so  much  as  shall 
be  thought  expedient,  may  be  framed  into  laws  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  throughout  the  Union. 

It  is  time  thai  pbysici  ins  should  be  paid,  and  only  paid,  for  keeping 
the  people  in  health,  rather  than  for  doctoring  them  when  they  are  sick, 
as  it  is  no  advantage  t<>  be  sick,  and  do  man  would  be  sick  if  he  knew 

how  to  avoid  it.      Let  a   man   pay    then   for  his   health,  and    not   for   his 

sickness,  and  this  would  throw  some  responsibility  on  the  physician.— 
Now,  there  is  none  at  all.      lint  when    his   pay  begins  to  grow  doubtful, 

all  he  has  to  do  is  to  let  the  patient  die,  ami  then  the  doctor's  claim  is 
sure  to  he  allowed  first,  let  other  creditors  fate  a-  they    will. 

To  obviate  this,  it  is  proposed  to  allow  people  to  contract  with  their 
physician,  such  an  one  as  they  choose,  to  keep  their  family  in  health, 

lor  BO  much  a  head,  for  one  year,  and  make  all  such  contracts  good  and 
valid  in  law;  say,  for  one  dollar,  live  dollars,  or  ten   dollars  a   head,  JUSt 

as  the  parties  can  agree,  but  on  the  following  conditions,  v'n: 

I.  For  every  day's  sickness  in  the  family,  the  doctor  shall  forfeit 
twenty-five  cents,  to  he  charged  to  him  on  his  contract. 

>.    For  every  death  in  the  family,  the   doctor   shall    forfeit  all  that  he 

was  to  receive  for  keeping  that  one  in  health;  or,  on<  in  health  if  there 
be  mm  discrimination  made;  because  the  doctor,  in  that  case,  does  not 

fulfil  that  part  of  his  contract. 

.'{.  To  present  an\  imposition  on  the  part  of  the  family,  by  feigning 
sickness  when  the}  are  not  sick,  the  doctor  in  everj  case  shall  be  notified, 

and  no  deduction  should  he  charged  except  when  the  patient  i-  sick 
enough  to  take  a  course  of  medicine  (which  no  one  would  he  willing  to 
do  for  twenty-five  cents,  unless  there  IS  need  of  in  ;  hut  in  case  the  doc- 
tor advises  to  a  regular  course  of  medicine,  or,  if  an  adult,  the  patient 

chooses  to  take  it,  then  the  doctor  shall  not  onlj  give  it  for  nothing,  hut 
shall    pa\    besides   twenty -live  cents,   or   what    is   the    same,   it    shall    In; 

charged  to  him,  and  deducted  from  his  yearly  contract  ;  and  so  twenty- 
five  Cents  for  each  day  the  patient  is  sick.  This  would  throw  some 
responsibilty  on  the  physician,  and  make  it  for  his  interest  to  keep  the 
family  in  health  if  he  can  ;  while  still  it  would  he  tor  the  interest  of  the 
family  to  he   kept   in   health,  if  possible,  notwithstanding  the  sum   they 

have  agreed  to  pay  for  it  Let  the  people  make  laws  to  have  all  such 
contracts  binding  on  the  parties, and  we  shall  verj  soon  have  none  other 
but  Thomsonian,' or  Botanic  Physicians,  as  such  contracts  would  he  per- 
fectly safe  tin-  them,  hut  not  very  acceptable  to  others. 


Man]    persons,  upon  taking  up  a  work  of  this  kind,  expect  to  read  a 

number  of  certificates,  and  look  with  avidity  for  oases  similar  to  their 
own.     But,  during  mj  whole  practice,  I  have  made  it  a  rule  never  to 

ask  any  persons  I  have  cured  for  their  certificates,  Bfl  much  delicacy  is 
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felt  by  many  on  this  subject;  indeed  the  few  cases  which  here  appear, 
were  drawn  up  at  the  patients'  own  desire.  I  have  (as  stated  in  my 
advertisement)  had  more  than  one  thousand  patients,  and  the  greater 
part  relieved  and  cured.  Now  any  one  can  perceive,  it  would  be  worse 
than  useless  to  publish  a  tenth  part  of  these  cases  if  I  had  the  certificates. 
Besides,  the  whole  book  may  be  considered  as  one  mass  of  certificates. 
Great  and  learned  men — physicians  and  others,  have  given  their  testi- 
mony and  recommendation  to  the  value  and  efficacy  of  this  system  in 
relieving  and  curing  all  complaints.  And  when  a  person  takes  up  the 
work,  and  expects  to  find  a  certificate  of  a  cure  similar  to  his  own,  he 
must  recollect  that  this  System  is  not  for  a  few  diseases,  but  for  every 
disease  incident  to  human  nature,  within  the  reach  of  medicine. 


NEW   CERTIFICATES, 

Concerning  the  Treatment  and  Cure  of  Disease,  at  Thompson's 
Infirmary,  Corner  of  Mount  Vernon  and  Charles  Streets. 

With  pleasure  I  improve  this  opportunity  of  communicating  to  the 
public  the  following  information — the  more  readily,  and  with  the  greater 
pleasure,  because  I  hope  that  others  afflicted  in  a  similar  manner  may, 
by  application  to  the  right  source,  find  the  same  relief.  In  the  winter  of 
1820,  my  wife  took  a  very  violent  cold,  and  the  advice  of  a  medical  gen- 
tleman was  obtained,  who  said  she  was  afflicted  with  scrofulous  humor, 
and  administered  accordingly  ;  but  at  the  expiration  of  three  weeks  he 
became  convinced  of  his  mistake,  and  concluded  that  her  disease  was 
the  rheumatic  fever,  and  consequently  shaped  his  mode  of  treatment 
differently.  With  this  disease  she  was  afflicted  two  years  ;  during  which 
time  she  took  a  large  quantity  of  medicine,  and  not  a  small  quantity  of 
that  king  of  all  medicine — that  sovereign  antidote  for  all  diseases — Calo- 
mel :  and  suffered,  in  the  mean  time,  an  immense  quantity  of  pain.  So 
stubborn  was  her  disease,  and  so  severe  and  excruciating  was  her  pain, 
that  she  became  greatly  deformed,  her  joints  being  displaced,  her  feet 
being  turned  and  twisted  in  such  a  manner  that  she  could  only  hobble 
about  on  her  ancle  bones  with  the  help  of  staves,  and  her  fingers  drawn 
and  turned  in  such  a  manner  as  to  resemble  birds'  claws  more  than  the 
hands  of  a  human  being.  From  all  this,  however,  she  mostly  recovered 
in  a  little  more  than  two  years.  She  has  been  subject  to  this  complaint 
ever  since — has  had  three  regular  and  very  severe  attacks,  from  neither 
of  which  did  she  recover  in  less  than  four  months.  Last  April  she  was 
attacked  in  the  same  manner,  in  which  she  had  usually  been,  and  with 
so  much  violence,  that,  in  two  hours  she  was  reduced  to  a  state  of  entire 
helplessness  ;  and,  having  very  little  confidence  in  the  medical  faculty, 
and  having  recently  learned  a  little  respecting  -the  Thomsonian  System 
of  Practice,  I  was  induced  to  send  for  Dr.  Thompson,  of  Boston,  who 
carried  her  through  three  courses  of  medicine,  with  immediate  and  entire 
success — so  much  so,  that  in  five  days  she  was  as  free  from  disease  as 
she  ever  was  in  her  life,  and  still  continues  to  be  so.  And  certainly  I 
must  be  destitute  of  all  the  tender  feelings  of  human  nature  not  to  recom- 
mend to  others  a  system  of  medicine  which  abridges  so  much  suffering, 
and  saves  so  much  money,  and  so   many  lives.     I  have  obtained  a 
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"  Family  Right,"  and  it  is  with  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  I  am  able  to 
administer  to  my  own  family  and  friends,  in  sickness,  without  consult- 
ing my  good  friends,  the  Doctors,  and  without  giving  them  a  chance  to 
fill  their  purse,  and  enlarge  the  great  congregation  of  the dead. 

Benjamin  Parker. 

Catharine  Parker. 
Maiden,  August  $th,  1833. 


Dr..  Thompson,  Sir, — The  following  statement  which  I  send  you, 
1  desire  you  to  make  public,  that  others,  suffering  as  I  have  done,  may 
know  where  to  find  relief.  Twenty  years  ago,  having  imprudently  ex- 
posed myself  to  heats  and  colds,  1  experienced  a  severe  attack  of  asthma, 
which  continually  grew  worse  and  worse.  I  consulted  several  regular 
physicians,  in  bopea  of  being  cured,  but  they  all  said  I  never  could  be 
cured,  ami  they  could  only  give  me  temporary  relief,  which,  however, 
thet  Often  failed  tO  do.  1  tried  patent  medicines,  without  numher,  but 
all  in  vain;  1  grew  no  better.  Last  summer,  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life,  I  heard  about  the  Thomsonian  System;  and,  when  I  heard  it,  I 
Bare  DO  credit  to  the  foolish  stories,  ai  I  called  them,  of  the  cures  per- 
formed by  the  medicine,  and  thought  it  was  all  deception — all  done  to 
get  money,  and  gave  myself  no  trouble  to  learn  to  the  contrary.  But,  a 
short  time  after,  bearing  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Warren, of  Leicester,  who  had 
been  cured  by  the  use  of  the  Thomsonian  medicine,  I  thought  1  would 
go  and  see  him  and  comerse  with  him.  I  went  and  talked  with  him; 
also  with  Deacon  I  larrington,  of  Brookfield,  who  was  cured,  when  given 
over  by  the  physicians  as  incurable,  by  the  use  of  Thomsonian  medicine. 
J  was  satisfied  that  there  was  no  quackery  here,  and  1  determined  to  try 
it  myself.  I  came  to  your  Infirmary  on  the  25th  December,  and  staid 
eight  days;  during  that  time  I  took  two  courses  of  medicine,  and  was 

immediately  relieved  and  cured.     I  purchased  a  "  Family  Right,"  and 

returned  home,  and  from  that  time  to  this  I  have  not  had  a  single  attack 

of  my  disease.    Such  being  the  case,  Sir,  it  is  with  feelings  of  joy  and 

gratitude  that  1  desire  you  to  make  this  case  known,  that  others  ma\  see 
and  read  for  themselves.  To  those  who  are  Buffering  under  the  same 
disease  it  would  be  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  describe  mj  feelings, and 
those  who  know  not  by  experience  cannot  imagine  a  tenth  part  of  the 
Bufferings  I  endured.  "  But  this  1  know,  and  this  I  would  wish  to  make 
know  n  to  all  to  whom  tins  statement  may  go,  that  1  am  well,  and  that  I 
owe  my  restoration,  under  Divine  Providence,  solely  to  the  use  of 
Thomsonian  medicine;  and  1  hereby  give  my  signature,  cheerfully 
hoping  that  it  may  be  the  means  of  rescuing  some  of  my  fellow  beings 
from  pain,  disease,  and  death.  Joel  "Wright. 

Spencer,  (Mass.)  .htgusl  21,  1833. 

Conceiving  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  person  to  do  all  in  his  powei 
to  relieve  the  distresses  of  Buffering  humanity,  I  send  you  the  following 
statement  of  mi  case  -one  of  the  most  distressing  complaints,  or  rather 
complication  Of  complaints,  that  any  human  being  ever  endured. 

At  the  age  of  4  years  I  was  takes  sick  with  the  measles,  from  which 
time  to  the  age  of  I?'.  I  never  knew  a  day  that  1  was  free  from  pain  or 
sickness  of  some  km. I.  At  17  years  of  age  the  severe  headache,  with 
which  I  had   for  years  been  afflicted,  suddenly  left  me,  and  a  violent 

humor  broke  out  aiid   I  became  covered  with  blotches,  which  the  phy- 
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sicians  termed  Scrofula.  I  was  then  afflicted  with  costivcncss  and 
bleeding,  which,  with  the  medicine  I  had  taken,  brought  on  a  severer 
attack  of  the  Piles.  At  this  time  I  resided  in  Maiden,  where  1  had  the 
attendance  and  advice  of  the  first  physicians,  both  there  and  in  the  city, 
all  of  whit  h  afforded  me  no  relief. 

The  physicians  slated  I  had  a  stricture  in  my  bowels,  and  the  pas- 
sage of  the  body  was  growing  up,  and  that  it  was  impossible  I  should 
ever  get  well.  And  if  I  had  followed  their  advice  and  prescriptions,  I 
am  confident  I  never  should ;  for  the  more  medicine  I  took  the  more 
pain  I  felt,  and  for  over  two  years  I  had  to  use  injections  constantly 
when  I  wished  any  passage  through  my  bowels,  and,  the  humor  settling 
iu  my  eyes,  I  was  for  sometime  nearly  blind.  Indeed  I  was  in  the  most 
miserable  situation  that  can  be  imagined,  and  cannot  be  described.  I 
was  afflicted  with  Dyspepsia  to  such  a  degree,  that  every  morsel  of  food 
I  swallowed  caused  the  most  violent  distress,  and  a  continued  pain  in 
my  side,  called  by  the  physicians,  Liver  Complaint.  I  received  no  re- 
lief, having  had  ttie  best  physicians,  and  by  them  pronounced  incurable. 
At  this  time,  by  the  persuasion  of  my  friends,  and  one  of  my  neighbors 
who  had  been  cured  of  a  distressing  complaint  by  the  Thomsonian  Sys- 
tem of  Medicine,  I  was  induced  last  February  to  go  to  the  Infirmary  in 
this  city,  at  the  corner  of  Mount  Vernon  and  Charles  Streets,  where, 
staying  but  one  week  and  taking  three  courses  of  medicine,  my  pains  all 
left  me.  I  regained  my  health,  strength,  and  spirits,  and  since  then 
have  been  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  now  enjoy  such  health 
as  I  never  in  my  life  before  enjoyed.  My  bowels  are  now  in  regular 
order,  which  I  have  not  known  before  for  nine  years. 

For  myself,  I  have  always  been  opposed  to  every  species  of  quack- 
ery, and  when  I  heard  of  the  Thomsonian  Medicine,  anil  the  dreadful 
stories  about  Lobelia  and  Steam,  I  considered  it  quackery  of  the  worst 
kind,  and  became  strongly  prejudiced  against  it.  It  was  with  the  utmost 
difficulty  that  I  could  be  persuaded  to  try  it.  I  never  can  be  sufficiently 
thankful  for  the  relief  I  have  obtained,  and  it  is  my  earnest  wish  that 
every  one  who  reads  this  statement  and  is  suffering  under  disease,  Mould 
give  a  fair  trial  to  the  Thomsonian  Medicine;  for  I  feel  confident  that 
any  medicine  which-would  relieve  me,  would  relieve  any  disease  what- 
ever. If  any  person  would  wish  to  learn  the  particulars  of  the  case,  I 
should  be  happy  to  give  it  them,  by  calling  at  the  Infirmary  as  stated 
above.  S.  Spragde. 

Boston,  June  21,  1833. 


For  the  last  eight  years  I  have  worked  at  Mr.  John  Doggett's,  one 
of  the  first  looking-glass  manufactories  in  the  city,  and  during  rive  years 
I  was  in  a  constant  state  of  salivation,  spitting,  relaxation  of  the  joints, 
and  general  weakness,  owing  to  the  fumes  of  the  mercury  which  I  in- 
haled while  employed  in  my  business.  In  the  spring  of  1832  I  had  a 
violent  attack  oi'injl animation  of  the  boioels.  After  being  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Shattuck  five  weeks,  and  not  finding  my  disorder  removed  by  his 
treatment,  as  soon  as  I  could  muster  resolution  and  strength,  I  crawled 
as  it  were  over  to  Dr.  Thompson's  ;  and,  after  receiving  his  advice,  took 
one  course  of  medicine  that  day,  returned  home  the  same  night,  and  was 
enabled  to  go  to  my  work  the  next  Monday,  and  work  for  two  weeks, 
with  better  health  and  spirits  than  I  had  for  five  years  before.  At  the 
end  of  a  fortnight  I  took  another  course,  which  gave  me  entire  relief, 
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and  1  tore  enjoyed  better  health  than  1  have  for  eight  yeare  previous. 
I  feel  full  confidence  in  the  Thomsonian  System  ;  1  would  prefer  it  in 

all  cases  to  the  old  mercurializing  system,  and  would  recommend  it  to 
every  person  suffering  under  disease  and  who  wishes  immediate  relief. 

Samuel  Edgerly. 
Boston,  August  20,  1833. 

About  three  years  ago  I  had  an  attack  of  pleurisy  fever  ;  since  which 
time  I  have  never  enjoyed  good  health.     Lust  summer  I  again  hud  a 
slight  attack  of  fever,  and  imprudently  using  violent  exercise  too  soon 
after,  I  grew  worse.     I  lost  my  appetite,  every  tiling  I  eat  or  drunk 
turning  sour  on  my  stomach  and  causing  great  distress,  and  deprived  of 
my  sleep  very  often  by  distressing  turns  of  night-mare.     At  this  tune  I 
resided  in  Newfene,  Niagara  Co.  (N.  Y.}  where  I  lingered  through  the 
winter,  using  medicine  of  several  kinds,  and  occasionally  the  blue  pill. 
But  I  found  that  the  more  medicine  1  took  the  worse  I  felt,  and  in  die 
spring  I  determined  to  go  to  the  sea  coast,  and  go  on  the  salt  water  for 
my  health.     I  made  one  or  two  trips  from  New  York  to  Gloucester, 
which  seemed  to  do  me  no  good.     1  began  to  get  entirely  discouraged  o 
ever  again  obtaining  my  health.     A  gentleman  in  Gloucester,  who  had 
been  relieved  by  the  Thomsonian  medicines,  advised  me  to  try  them  ; 
but  others,  in  so  many  words,  told  me  it  was  certain  death  to  attempt  it 
However,  1  came  to  Boston,  and  at  last  concluded  to  cull  and  see  Dr. 
Thompson,  who  gave  me  encouragement  of  recovery.    1  have  been  Witt 
him  nearly  four  weeks.     When  I  first  came,  I  could  scarcely  walk  up 
stairs  without  assisting  myself  with  my  bands,  owing  to  exceauve  weak- 
ness, having  lived  chiefly  on  dyspepsia  bread  for  weeks  before      My 
health  is  now  better  than  when  I  was  first  taken,  and  I   eel  confident  ol 
perfect  recovery.     I  have  a  good  appetite,  and  my  food  nourishes       d 
strengthens  me? and  I  have  gained  llesh  and  strength,  so  much  bo  that 
this  morning,  before  breakfast,  1  walked  from  the    nfirmary to aheStaa 
House,  up  to  the  top  of  the  dome,  down  again  and  hack  to  the  Int....  a .i\, 
without  Feeling  theW  incom  enience  from  ««k">- «  feugue  which 
is  considered  hard  exercise  lor  a  man  in  perfec  health.    I  ahal  return 
to  Gloucester  to  day  in  good  health  and  spirits,  attributing  n\  restoration 

eThomsoina./Sys^n,    In  proofof  my  confident nj ^en^ine. 
I  have  purchased  a   Fa.nlUj  Rgkt,  and  Shall  be  en ahl cd      ^ 
doctor  myself,  and  save  my  money.  new  iu« 

.lvgust  2,  1833. 

The  following  statement  I  wish  to  make  f^**££T££ 
those  who  may  be  suffering  under  the  same  ^hsease  of  wfauh  I  bare 
been  cured.  Last  May  I  was  ^^Jja  p^foi,  and 
pleurisy  fever,  and  having  been  out  of  h^H^  disgusted 
confined  to  my  room  nine  weeks  with  one  fever,  I  had  *™™£  ~  of 
with  ^  prescriptions  of  the  Regular  *"*]£*  ^  £nn?ned  to 
Thomson's  medicines  before  winch  had  relievea  me ,  j 
goto  Dr.  Thompson's,  after  I  had  sutler  ado e  reek* t  borne. 
over  to  the  [nfirmary  the  25th  May   and  sta  ed  tin       o  u      »  ^ 

winch   tune    1  took  four  courses  o    "J*"*^     p  rsevered  and 
course  my  pain  was  more  «™J™^  " ore  butj  «- 
took  another  course,  which  entirely  hi  ok.    up  m\  k  &s 

relieved  me,  and  I  was  enabled  in  a  few  days  to  attend 
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usual,  and  have  enjoyed  good  health  ever  since :  All  which  I  attribute, 
under  the  hlessing  of  Providence,  solely  to  the  prescriptions  and  atten- 
tion of  Dr.  Thompson,  and  a  faithful  use  of  his  medicines. 

L.  Merrill. 
Concert  Hall,  Boston,  Aug.  21,  1833. 


This  is  to  certify,  that,  for  the  last  eleven  years,  my  health  has  been 
very  poor;  during  which  time  I  have  had  several  attacks  of  fever,  one 
of  which  lasted  me  a  year.  In  June,  1832,  I  was  taken  sick  with  the 
bilious  fever,  from  which  I  had  not  recovered  when  I  had  a  violent 
attack  of  Cholera,  on  the  24th  of  September  following.  I  immediately 
sent  for  a  physician,  who  ordered  me  an  emetic.  It  operated  very  hard, 
causing  violent  pain  and  distress,  throwing  off  nothing  but  a  little  thin, 
watery  liquid.  Immediately  after  I  vomited  blood,  and  continued  to  do 
so  through  the  afternoon  and  evening  until  my  friends,  as  well  as  myself, 
began  to  be  very  much  alarmed.  Continuing  to  get  worse,  the  next 
morning  my  friends  in  Boston  advised  me  to  go  to  Dr.  Thompson's  with- 
out delay.  I  hesitated  at  first,  telling  them  that  I  could  never  live  through 
the  operation  of  another  emetic,  but  feeling  confident  I  could  live  but  a 
short  time  without  relief,  I  at  last  consented.  I  was  so  weak  as  to  be 
obliged  to  be  lifted  in  and  out  of  the  carriage.  I  went  in  the  morning  to 
the  Infirmary,  took  one  course  of  medicine,  which  relieved  me  of  all  my 
distress,  and  I  was  enabled  to  get  into  the  carriage  without  assistance, 
and  ride  home  the  same  evening.  In  a  short  time  1  entirely  recovered 
my  health  and  strength,  and  have  continued  well  to  this  date.  Last 
winter,  with  the  exception  of  two  half  days,  I  was  enabled  to  walk  every 
Sunday  to  Church,  a  distance  of  two  miles,  which  I  have  not  done  a 
winter  before  for  eleven  years.  Elizabeth  Caryl. 

Roxbury,  August  20,  1833. 


I  have  been  for  many  years  an  inhabitant  of  this  city  and  town,  and 
am  now  upwards  of  75  years  of  age.  Last  fall  I  was  taken  sick,  and 
having  heard  of  the  Thomsonian  System  of  Medicine,  I  had  a  wish  to 
give  it  a  trial,  but  was  over-persuaded  by  my  friends  and  the  enemies  of 
the  System,  to  the  contrary.  Since  that  time  my  health  has  been  misera- 
ble. I  have  been  afflicted  with  dyspepsia,  loss  of  appetite,  rheumatism, 
and  various  other  distressing  complaints — and  this  month  (March)  was 
confined  to  my  chamber,  and  could  get  no  rest  nor  sleep,  day  or  night — 
when,  by  the  persuasion  of  a  friend  that  had  been  cured  by  the  medi- 
cine, I  was  determined  to  try  the  Thomsonian  medicine  at  all  events. 
I  went  to  the  Infirmary  and  took  one  regular  course  of  medicine,  occu- 
pying five  or  six  hours,  when  I  was  immediately  relieved,  and  went  to 
my  usual  work  the  second  day  after;  and  have  never  for  many  years 
enjoyed  that  firm  health  I  do  at  present.  I  wish  to  make  these  facts 
known,  that  the  public  may  know  where  they  can  be  relieved  of  their 
complaints  as  soon  as  I  was.  Several  of  my  friends  witnessed  the  ope- 
ration of  the  medicine,  and  are  as  well  satisfied  as  myself,  that  the  Thom- 
sonian System  of  Medicine  is  the  only  sure  and  effectual  remedy  for 
diseases  ever  discovered. 

If  any  of  the  regular  physicians  of  this  city  or  State,  wish  any  infor- 
mation upon  this  case,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  it  to  them,  if  they  will 
call  at  my  place  of  business,  No.  22  Federal  Street.  S.  Adams 

Boston,  May  30, 1833. 
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Dr.  Benj.  Thompson,  Sir, — Having  been  informed  that  you  were 
about  to  publish  a  pamphlet  and  insert  a  few,  and  but  a  few  certificates, 
I  wish  to  be  one  of  that  few,  as  I  am  and  have  always  been  on  the  side 
of  reform,  and  more  especially  in  this  case,  as  it  has  a  direct  influence 
on  the  happiness  and  life  of  every  one  who  has  candor  and  courage 
sufficient  to  investigate  and  put  to  the  test,  those  powerful  yet  congenial 

medicines  discovered  by  Dp.  Samuel  Thomson,  and  which  have  been 
used  with  such  unparalleled  success,  both  by  him  and  his  agents,  as  to 
constrain  several  eminent  physicians,  hy  a  sense  of  moral  goodness,  to 
espouse  the  cause,  and  give  up  the  use  of  poisons  and  that  rotten  and 
decayed  system  which  they  had  studied  for  years. 

My  ease  eoidd  not  be  styled  one  of  the  first  magnitude,  although 
my  health  was  quite  impaired, and  I  was  not  able  to  work  constantly  for 
some  years,  having  what  is  fashionably  termed  Dyspepsia.  I  came  to 
the  Infirmary,  staid  eight  days,  took  one  course  of  medicine,  was  com- 
pletely relieved,  bought  a  Family  blight,  and  with  the  use  of  the  medi- 
cine have  enjoyed  much  better  health  than  formerly.  I  have  an  agency, 
and  have  set  up  the  business  in  the  town  of  Leicester  and  have  had 
very  good  success,  having  had  fifty  patients  and  not  lost  one;  and  this 
success  is  the  greater;  as  many  of  them  were  given  over  as  incurable. 
If  you  think  the  above  worth  a  place  in  your  pamphlet,  you  are  at  lib- 
erty to  publish  it  with  my  name.  Yours,  &c.  Asa  Mr  < 'oi.m  m. 
Leicester,  August  27,  1H.'{.'{. 

This  may  certify,  thai  I,  Jonathan  Warren,  of  the  town  of  Leices- 
ter, Mass.  of  the  age  of  61  years,  having  been  for  a  number  of  yean  in  a 
declining  state  of  health,  and  in  the  constant  habit  of  applying  to  the 
regular  physicians  for  help,  and  finding  none— some  of  them  called  my 
complaint 'consumption,  others  said  dyspepsia,  and  others,  liver  com- 
plaint—my friends  advised  me  to  go  to  Boston,  and  take  the  advice  of 
Dr.  Jackson;  •for,'  said  they,  «he  knows  more  than  all  our  doctors  here.' 
In  the  month  of  April,  1832, 1  started  from  home.   After  a  bard  journey 

1  arrived  at  Boston,  being  in  B  weak  State  both  in  body  and  mind,  bav- 
in"- lived  chiefly  on  dyspepsia  bread  for  some  months  prei  mus.  1  called 
at  "the  toll  house  and  made  some  inquiry  for  the  greatest  Doctor  in  Bos- 
ton The  good  man  told  me  that  Doctors  \\  arren,  anil  Jackson,  were 
neat  Doctors,  'but,'  said  he,  '  Doctor  SamuclThomson  is  greater  than 
any  other  for  he  is  Nature's  Doctor.'  I  took  up  with  his  advice,  and 
went  to  the  Infirmary,  and  have  never  repented  ot  my  decision.    I  staid 

at  the  Infirmary  eleven  days,  took  two  courses  of  medicine,  and  returned 
home  My  health  since  the  above  date  has  been  good,  generally  speak- 
ing so  that  I  am  capable  of  carrying  on  my  business  as  formerly.  1 
bought  B  Family  Right,  and  have  had  no  other  medicine  ,,,  my  family 
but  Thomsonian  since  the  above  date;  and  my  faith  in  this  mode  of 
practice  -rows  stronger  and  stronger  every  .lay  ;  and  I  should  be  happy 
in  writing  on  any  person,  and  giving  information  respecting  the  Thom- 
sonian mode  Of  practice,  that  has  suffered  as  much  as  I  have. 

r  Jonathan    \\  vrren. 

Leicester,  August  '!7,  1833. 


We   the  undersigned,   boarders   and    patients   at    Dr.    Ihompsons 
Infirmary   certify  tha   on  the  13th  of  August,  a  lady  was  brought  by  her 

fir  •     s     >  a  most  distressing  and  deplorable  state  of  mental  derange- 
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merit,  having  had  no  rest  or  sleep  for  several  days  and  nights  previous. 
On  the  14th  she  took  a  course  of  medicine,  which  greatly  relieved  her. 
On  the  16th  she  took  another  course,  retired  the  same  night  to  rest,  and 
slept  comfortably  all  night  without  any  watchers,  which  she  had  been 
obliged  to  have  every  night  before.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  she 
awoke  with  her  reason  entirely  restored,  so  that  she  was  enabled  to  re- 
ceive and  converse  with  her  friends  as  well  asany  other  person.  The  next 
week  she  took  two  courses  more,  which  restored  her  to  her  appetite,  and 
she  gained  ficsh  and  strength,  and  remains  perfectly  well  at  this  time. 
Cyrus  Winkley. 

Lydia  Felton,  652  Washington  Street. 
Lucy  Smith,  Haverhill,  (Mass.) 
Ann  Howath,  Andover,  (Mass.) 
Charles  Gardner,  Fall  River,  (R.  I.) 
Boston,  August  29,  1833. 

*#*  The  name  of  the  above  mentioned  lady  is  not  given,  from  motives 
of  delicacy  ;  hut  should  any  person  have  a  friend  in  the  same  situation, 
and  should  wish  to  have  any  further  information,  they  can  have  direct 
reference  by  applying  at  the  Infirmary,  or  at  Mrs.  Ruth  Caryl's,  No.  107 

Pleasant  Street. 


Tribute  of  Resi-ect  to  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson. 

Thomson,  great  master  of  the  healing  art, 
'Tis  thine  to  turn  aside  Death's  pointed  dart ; 
'Tis  thine  to  keep  the  victim  from  the  tomb, 
Ami  hid  health's  loses  on  the  cheek  to  bloom. 
From  various  weeds  thou  ean'sl  extract  a  charm 
To  arrest  a  fever  and  its  rage  disarm, 
While  every  tree,  shrub,  plant  or  (lower, 
Becomes  an  antidote  of  sovereign  power, 
Which  hiils  life's  ebbing  tide  anew  to  flow, 
Suffused  with  health's  reanimating  glow. 
'Tis  thine  to  light  life's  sinking  fire  again, 
And  from  fell  sickness  fn(  the  human  frame. 
'Tis  thine  to  smooth  the  rugged  brow  of  care, 
And  charm  to  hope  the  ravings  of  despair. 
Vet  base  Ingratitude  would  pierce  thy  heart, 
And  haggard  Envy  points  heir  venomed  dart, 
While  Courts  and  Lodges,  Chinches,  all  combine, 
To  slander  thee  with  falsehood  most  malign. 
But  though  Inju-lice,  Malice,  Spite  and  i'lide, 
To  injure  Ihee  their  various  powers  have  tried, 
Yet  thou  shall  triumph — rise  superior  still, 
While  future  ages  shall  proclaim  thy  skill. 
'I'"  thee,  dear  friend,  more  gratitude  I  owe, 
Than  feehle  language  has  the  power  to  show; 
But  yet  accept  this  tribute  from  the  heart, 
More  than  my  pen  or  words  can  e'er  impart. 
In  vain  I  strive,  in  these  unpolished  lavs, 
Te  -peak  thy  worth,  thy  matchless  skill  to  praise; 
I' or  thou,  a  guardian  angel,  came  to  save 
A  struggling  viclim  from  the  silent  grave; 
For  sickness,  pale,  her  sahlc  gloom  had  spread, 
And  with  her  dusky  mantle  wrapped  my  head. 
Thy  skill  I'll  praise  e'en  wilh  my  latest  breath, 
Nor  cease  till  silenced  by  (he  hand  of  Death. 
May  thou  through  life  that  sweet  contentment  find — 
The  sterling  pleasure  of  a  virtuous  mind  ; 
Calmly  behold  thy  gathering  years  increase, 
And  life's  last  son  drop  gently  down  in  peace. 
Still  to  thy  labors  may  success  be  given, 
\\  ith  joy  on  earth,  and  endless  bliss  in  heaven. 
Thai  through  thv  life  thou  mr.vest  prosperous  be, 
Sincerely  prays 'thy  ardent  friend,  B.  T. 


